HOMESCHOOL WITH CONFIDENCE
by Nancy Baetz and Nancy Carter
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So you think you want to
homeschool? Who do you
think you are? Do you have a
teaching degree, the patience
of Job, perfectly well behaved
children, and an immaculate home?
No?
Well, you’ll fit right in with the rest
of us then!
The myth of the supermom with the
perfect homeschool family is just
that—a myth. You don’t need to have
it all together to homeschool. All you
need is the willingness to try, a fair
amount of determination, and flexibility.
Still unsure? Here are ten of the
most common concerns about
homeschooling and some words of
encouragement for you.

“I can’t homeschool. I
don’t have a degree.”
Well, you might not have a teaching
degree, but the Most High God has
officially approved you to teach
your own child! God has given your
children to you to raise and to teach.
Your children don’t belong to the
government, and it doesn’t take a
degree to teach them. You’ll find all
of the information you need to teach
your child in the teacher’s manuals and
other homeschooling resources. You’ll
learn from other homeschool moms,
and you can even attend homeschool

conferences. Your desire to learn how to
best teach your own child will not only
help you to be successful; you also will
be a good example to your child of how
to be a lifelong learner.

“My in-laws are against
homeschooling.”
Many a skeptic has been won over
once he or she personally gets to know
a homeschooling family. Just try to
remember that your in-laws’ or other
skeptics’ beliefs come from their frame
of reference. They probably went to
public school themselves and sent their
children to public school, and naturally
they think their grandkids should have
a similar experience. Do your best to
answer their questions courteously. Share
with them positive news stories and
research so that they can be educated
about homeschooling as well. You may
win them over. Just don’t allow them to
steal your joy. Be firm in your conviction
to homeschool, and remember that your
children are your responsibility.

“Isn’t homeschooling
expensive?”
Homeschooling doesn’t have to be
expensive. In fact, you might be surprised
when you find out how inexpensive it can
be! Available on the Internet are many
wonderful resources to help you actually
homeschool without any expense. You
can buy used books from eBay, use
curriculum websites or other websites,
and often you can borrow resources
from other homeschooling families. God
always provides.

“My kids argue with each
other and don’t listen to
me.”
Well, homeschooling gives you the
perfect opportunity to work on that!
Winning the heart of your child is even
more important than teaching him
academics. Just don’t give up. God
didn’t give you more than you can
handle. Homeschooling will give you an
opportunity to confront those issues and
focus on correcting them. You’ll have a
better relationship with your child, and it
will be worth it!

“I’m not patient/organized/
consistent/smart enough.”
We all have to confront these types of
fears. Remember, God uses unlikely
people to accomplish His will. God
wouldn’t get any glory in it if you
didn’t need His help. You don’t have to
be perfect; you just have to be willing
and trust God to take care of things.
Remember Philippians 1:6: “He which
hath begun a good work in you will
perform [fulfill completely] it until the
day of Jesus Christ.”

“What about socialization?”
Children are more effectively
“socialized” by being with their parents,
grandparents, siblings, and friends of
all ages than by being primarily with
a group of same-aged peers. Any child
can have a wealth of contacts who will
enhance his education and life—outside
of his or her own family and supervised
by Mom and Dad.

“TOS is my favorite magazine! I love
the unit studies, reviews, interviews,
and pretty much absolutely
everything! It is so easy to read
compared to many other magazines,
too – lots of blocked and bulleted
text and pictures – and no flipping
to the back of the magazine to find
continuations of articles. Thank you
for your wonderful magazine!”
– Kris Stedl, Menasha, WI

“TOS is the best thing I’ve discovered
as a new homeschool mom!”
– Mrs. Marianne Handlir, Belcamp, MD

“I’m so thankful that a friend told
me about this magazine. It is just
chock-full of tips, advice, help
and fun! Our whole family truly
appreciates all the work put into
this wonderful magazine!”
– Sheri Leseberg, Overseas (military)

“Having tried numerous other
homeschool magazines, TOS is
absolutely the best there is!”
– Kim K., Olive Branch, MS

“I don’t have much support from other
homeschoolers, church or family. I
feel like your magazine is my support
group and I have great friends that
I’ve never met face to face.”
– Cathi Updike, Oelrichs, SD

“We are in our sixteenth year of
homeschooling. The comfortable
routine of “tried & true” can really
squelch my excitement in teaching.
The fresh perspectives and ideas
are the ice cubes in the lemonade
when lessons seem stale.
Thank you, TOS!”
– Melony Roffler, Aberdeen, WA

“I love your magazine! It always
comes when I need it most. Great
ideas and lots of inspiration for
those difficult days!”
– Donita Nyman, Winchendon, MA

“Won’t they miss out on
field trips?”
A trip with Mom to the grocery store or
a family outing to the zoo or museum or
even to Grandma’s house is a wonderful
way to have a field trip without the
chaos. You can go on field trips with
your local homeschool support group
too. Your child might even get to go on
more field trips while homeschooling
than she would if she was enrolled in
public school.

“How can I teach several
ages at once?”
Natural family dynamics lend
themselves to multilevel teaching. It
can require some ingenuity, but the
older children can help, and many good
resources are available to teach you how
to instruct at several different levels at
the same time.

“I hated math in school;
how can I teach it now?”
You can learn together with your
children! Some moms have discovered

that as adults they can understand the
math they struggled with in school.
If you still need help, it is available
through video courses, co-ops, tutors,
and online services.

“What about special needs?”
Your special-needs child needs you,
and teaching him or her at home is
as natural as it gets. The warmth,
caring, and intimate knowledge of
your child that you can provide better
than anyone else are some of the
most important things he needs in
order to reach his highest potential.
NATHHAN is a national specialneeds support group that offers much
information to support you in this area.
This sounds so natural, doesn’t it?
Yes, it does! While homeschooling
can seem daunting at first, it is like
breathing. Once you realize how easy
it is, trust yourself to keep doing it
naturally, and you will soon find that
you are learning together all the time.
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CAN YOU SHELTER A CHILD TOO MUCH?
by Gena Suarez

Do you “shelter” your
children?
We’re finding that’s a bad word in some
circles. Something is creeping into the
church, and it isn’t Biblical. It is an
“anti-sheltering campaign” of sorts, and
it’s full of holes. Think about it. What
does it mean to shelter? Protect. Defend.

Guard. Preserve. Watch over. Shield.
Safeguard. Hmmmm, so far so good,
right? Sure, until “pop psychology”
comes in and tells us we should allow
our children to taste a little of the world
in order to understand it or pray for
it—that we should not “over-shelter”
them. Nonsense.

What’s the opposite of shelter? Expose.
Endanger. We parents are called to be
like our Father in Heaven. He is the
greatest “Shelterer” there ever was,
and it is us He shelters—watches over,
protects, preserves, shields. Praise Him
for this! Glory to God, Who knows how
to parent (shelter) us perfectly. May
we as parents follow this model—His
model. Let’s continue to shelter (love)
our children as He loves us. Dismiss
the garbage that crawls in; don’t buy
it. We’re promised there will be false
teachers, liars in the church (and there
are many). I want to keep my eyes
focused on Christ, come what may.
Parents: Keep sheltering them. You
are bringing them up in the love and
admonition of the Lord, not in the latest
“church philosophy.” God’s Word trumps
any speaker! It dwarfs any author! May
you be blessed as you continue to walk in
obedience to His Word.
Lord, thank You for sheltering me. Please
never stop. “Over-shelter” if You will (if
there is such a thing). Fine with me!
Over-protect, over-defend, over-guard
me; please do! I’ll take it all, Lord.
Keep me tight to Your side. I’m safe
in that place. There, I can breathe and
thrive. It’s where I live.
Sincerely,
Paul and Gena Suarez
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