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The Vision of Family TOUCH:
Family TOUCH was God’s idea…we are only vessels.
Family TOUCH is a homeschool support group that functions like a “care group” in a
large church: one that grows smaller as it grows larger, allowing for strong relationships
to be built within a “family" atmosphere; a place where members feel comfortable
sharing their prayer concerns, asking questions and seeking support in their
homeschooling journey; where members consider the group “their ministry” and support
the group so that all members share the workload. Family TOUCH is strictly parent-led
and serves the needs of the homeschooling community as God raises up leadership to
do so. Family TOUCH completed the incorporation process in 2007. The group has
become an integral part of the homeschool support network in the greater Greenville
area and surrounding counties.
As we complete the current school year and look towards the new year of 2014-2015,
we are excited about what the new year will bring. We currently have sub-groups
(quadrants) to allow us to maintain that smaller “family feeling” even as the group grows
larger. Our website allows us to be more productive and to be better stewards of our
time and resources. We are incorporated and a non-profit entity. We have a formalized
structure and Leadership Team in place to shoulder the administrative responsibility and
decision-making. The Leadership Team oversees and initiates our activities and
functions, but without leadership for an activity, it will not happen. We’re sure it won’t
stop here, because we know that God is a BIG God. We believe He has even bigger
and better things on the horizon. We hope you’ll join us on the journey!

Purpose Statement:
Family TOUCH is a Christian support group that exists to minister to Christian families in
the Greater Greenville area and surrounding counties of Upstate South Carolina who
are educating their children at home. Family TOUCH is not an Option 3 Accountability
Association. (See SC Homeschool Law for more information) Our group wishes to
encourage the member families to "love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul,
strength, and mind." We desire to help equip the parents in their teaching role at home
by providing information, resources, and leadership to our member families. We also
offer support, encouragement, and prayer for one another as we journey together on
this path of home schooling. Some opportunities that our members benefit from are:
Field trips
Special events such as:
Forums
Spelling Bee
Support meetings
History Night
Seminars and workshops
Science Fair
Fellowships
USA and International Festivals
book sales
Weekly Reader / Six Flags Reading
Home school pictures
Incentive Program
A yearbook
Pizza Hut Book-It Reading Program
Family and teen activities
(with organized Book-It Parties each
month November through April).

We desire to help meet the varying needs of our member families and other
homeschoolers in our area, and encourage members to be involved in the ministry of
Family TOUCH. Our group is parent-led. Each member family should serve the group
in some way, which will bring fellowship and joy as we work together. Our group is open
to any Christian home schooling family in the greater Greenville area who is in
compliance with the SC Homeschool Law or Christian family using a Virtual School
option (see our policy on Virtual Schools). Internet access and an active email address
is required to complete the membership process. Each member family must also agree
and adhere to our Statement of Faith, Handbook Policies, and Website Forum Etiquette.

Statement of Faith:
← We believe the Bible, the 66 books of both the Old and New Testaments, to be the
divinely inspired, inerrant, and complete and final authoritative Word of God.
← We believe there is one God, who is infinite in being and perfection, invisible,
immutable, eternal, almighty, working all things according to the counsel of His
own immutable and most righteous will, for His own glory; eternally existent in
three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (same in
substance, equal in power and glory).
← We believe in the creation of the world out of nothing and all things therein whether
visible or invisible, in the space of six days, by the three persons of the Trinity,
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.
← We believe in the deity and humanity of God the Father’s Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, His virgin birth, His sinless life, His vicarious and atoning death through
his shed blood, His bodily resurrection from death on the third day, His
ascension, and His imminent bodily return.
← We believe man is by nature a sinner from birth, totally depraved and separate
from God, and eternally lost until salvation by the regenerative work of the Holy
Spirit.
← We believe salvation is a gift of God given to man, independent of any works by
man, given by grace alone through faith alone in the substitutionary death of
Jesus Christ alone.
← We believe the universal visible Church is the bride and body of Christ, comprised
of believers of equal importance and spiritually unified in our Lord Jesus Christ,
whose chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.
← We believe parents have the privilege and responsibility to raise their children in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Education is for God's glory (that parents
might raise up a godly seed that would bring Him glory), and it is imperative that
no purpose, practice, or priority might be employed that would steal God's glory
away.

Family TOUCH Position Statement on Virtual Charter Schools:
Charter schools are created or "chartered" by public school boards using government
funding to provide “free” enticements to families such as computer and Internet access,
books, supplies, teacher support, diploma, etc. Some charter schools are classroom
based, but more recently, many are home based. When enrolling in charter schools,
whether classroom-based or home-based, parents are signing away much of their
parental right to direct their child's education. Even when involved in a home-based
charter school, parents are accepting government money and signing over ultimate
educational control of their children to the state. Enrolling in a home-based charter
school is an extension of the public school in your home. As a home school support
group, Family TOUCH encourages parents to independently teach their children at
home free from government intervention. This is independent private home schooling.
All public schools, including home-based charter schools, are funded based on
attendance: The higher the student enrollment, the more money that is received. When
a family enrolls in a home-based charter school program, that school usually receives
the same amount of funds for the student as if the child were attending the local public
school. The difference is that the home-based charter school does not have to provide
teachers, classrooms, and all the other related expenses of an on-site program.
When public schools receive money from the government, the state must hold
recipients of taxpayer dollars accountable for how they use the funds. This is a door to
increased "accountability checks” and requirements. Ultimately, as these requirements
grow, they will squelch some of the greatest benefits of home education—the flexibility
to accommodate each child's strengths, weaknesses, learning style, and interests.
Family TOUCH believes there should be less control and interference with parents'
rights to direct the education of their children.
Private home educators have
demonstrated that state funding and regulation are not necessary to achieve academic
excellence.
Many states already prohibit public schools and public school-funded programs from
using Christian-based materials. Because these programs are funded by tax dollars,
parents who enroll their students in the public charter school programs have to abide by
the public school policy and may not use any Christian curriculum, nor will credit be
given for religious-based courses.
In accordance with the SC Home Education Law, there are three options to legally
home school in South Carolina: Section 59-65-40, accountability to the school district;
Section 59-65-45; membership and compliance with the standards of South Carolina
Association of Independent Home Schools (SCHAIS); or Section 59-65-47, membership
to a Home School Accountability Association. For these reasons, Family TOUCH takes
the position that charter schools do not fall under the SC Homeschool Law and are not
a legal option for home schooling in our state.

Family TOUCH desires for every home schooling family to be informed—know your
U.S. and state constitutional rights, read and understand what is required and
considered compliance with the SC Home Schooling Law. Consider carefully the
implications of a decision to enroll in a home-based charter school.
Family TOUCH’s leadership team understands that those using a Virtual School or
home-based Charter School are not homeschooling under the SC Home Education
Law, however, it is our desire to welcome them into our group to provide them a support
network for extra-curricular activities and Christian fellowship. We acknowledge that
parents who choose this route for educating their children are teaching their children in
their home when using these programs and want to support these parents in developing
and incorporating Christian curriculum into your daily teaching since this is not included
in the Virtual School or home-based charter school lessons. We want to support parents
as they grow in teaching and help to direct them in further decisions for pursuing to
educate their children at home.
Members using solely Virtual or home-based Charter School for educating their children
will not be eligible for leadership positions within Family TOUCH.

Leadership Structure:
A Leadership Team may be comprised of (but not limited to) the Administrative
Coordinator; Member Relations Coordinator, Treasurer, and Secretary. The Planning
and Support Team will also be part of the Leadership Team. The Leadership Team will
meet as needed throughout the calendar year. The Planning and Support Team will
establish and generate the calendar for the school year. An open introductory meeting
will be held annually in conjunction with the new-year. All members are invited and
encouraged to attend. Individual quadrants may also establish leadership to oversee
other social and extra-curricular activities.
The Planning and Support Team will be appointed by the Leadership Team. Each
leader is asked to fulfill a one-year term of service with consideration, prayer, and reevaluation annually. Changes to this policy and structure will be the decision of the
established leadership team for the continued growth and function of the group when
and if deemed necessary.
Leaders in any position will be expected to completely support the vision and efforts of
Family TOUCH, with a desire to help minister to all homeschoolers in the Upstate area
as a team effort.
Leadership Team Meetings:

At the present time, Leadership Team meetings will be conducted as needed by the
Coordinators in a casual format, not following formal rules of order. E-mail will be our
main form of communication, with personal meetings on an as needed basis.
Our calendar year runs July 1—June 30. For new and renewing members, Membership
Dues will be determined annually by the Leadership Team as suggested by our
Treasurer based on the current budget needs. Discounted rate will be payable during
the month of May for the upcoming school year. Memberships received after May 31
will be the regular annual dues amount and a Pro-rated amount will be for registrations
after January 1 of the school year. Previous members who do not renew by June 30
(end of the membership term) will be deleted as of July 15 and purged from the
directory and website.
The Treasurer will handle all disbursements unless she is unavailable. Both the
Administrative Coordinator and the Member Relations Coordinator have the ability to
back-up the Treasurer, but neither will make any distribution without consulting with the
entire Leadership Team.

Membership:
To Join Family TOUCH:

In order to complete your membership process all of the following steps must be
completed. You must complete the website application process and pay your
membership dues within 2 weeks of requesting membership via the website or your
name will be deleted.
1. On the Home Page click on “2014-2015 Membership Handbook”. Download and
read. Be sure to read our “Purpose Statement” and “Statement of Faith”.
2. Click on “Request Membership” (Website Membership is required) Complete and
Submit.
3. Send Membership Dues payment by logging onto your PayPal account and
sending payment to paypal@familytouch.org or make Check payable to: Family
TOUCH and mail to: Cindy Epps, Family TOUCH Treasurer, 56 W. Tyger Bridge
Road, Taylors SC 29687. NOTE: IF PAYING VIA PAYPAL, include in the subject
line: Your Name and "Membership Dues".
2014-2014 Membership Dues
The Membership year runs from July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015
Pre-Registration/Renewal Discounted Rate: $12.00/year during May 2013
Annual Dues: $15.00/year postmarked or via PayPal after 06/15/2013
Pro-rated Dues: $9.00/year postmarked or via PayPal after 1/1/2014
1. When we have received your completed web application and payment, we will
email your membership number and pertinent member information. Please save
this confirmation letter when you receive it. The number may be required when
you sign up for activities. You can also print a membership card from the
website.
If you have questions, contact our Membership Coordinator, Cindy Epps at:
Membership@FamilyTOUCH.org
Our website is our only means of registration and main form of communication within
our group. Therefore, internet access with an active email account is required to
subscribe as a member. All communications will be generated through the website and
received through your email. If you do not have regular access to a computer, then it is
your responsibility to pair up with an email buddy who will keep you informed of timesensitive information. (For example: some people have just a yahoo address and
check emails periodically at the library. This is acceptable for meeting the membership
requirement, but may cause the member to receive dated or time-sensitive information
too late, such as field trip changes, or RSVP deadlines reminders.)
Membership gives each family access to member-only activities and our “member-only”
section of our website (including the calendar, directory, forum, classified ads,
homeschooling files, links, etc.) ALL sign-ups for activities will also be handled through
the website to ease the workload of the activity coordinators. Our Website Forum is
available and use is encouraged. This allows you to ask questions of others, share
prayer requests, and make connections with others in the group. All curriculum and

other items for sale will be generated through the “Classifieds” section on the website.
Most of our activities are only available only to our members, although some special
events, seminars, and workshops will be promoted to the wider homeschooling
community. The auto-generated posts from our website will provide our members first
chance to sign up for activities before being promoted to other groups.
If Family TOUCH hosts an activity open to the greater homeschooling community, nonmembers may be asked to pay an additional $2.00 per family attendance fee. Family
TOUCH Leadership reserves the right to refuse membership or to revoke membership
as deemed necessary. Membership dues and all other fees are non-refundable
regardless of whether termination is decided upon by the Leadership Team or by the
member.
Communication:

Should you need to call any leader in the group, please be respectful of time when
placing the call, and understand that during school time, families may not answer the
phone. Every attempt will be made to return voice mail messages within 24 hours. All
Family TOUCH Leadership and Support Team contact information is available under
“Contacts” on the left menu bar of the site.
We have a “public calendar” on our website with events open to all homeschoolers.
Website: www.FamilyTOUCH.org
Member Directory:

Once you log onto the website at www.familytouch.org, go to the “Families” link on the
left menu. The directory is solely for Family TOUCH leadership for administration
purposes, and for members to connect with others in their area of residence or with
children of the same age. The directory should never be used for commercial or nonFamily TOUCH purposes. Any information should not be given to anyone outside
Family TOUCH for any reason. Members who violate this policy may lose their
membership to Family TOUCH with no refund of dues.

Forum Etiquette:

The Family TOUCH Forum is a wonderful communication tool between the members.
Its purpose is to foster relationships within our homeschooling community and assist
you in your homeschooling journey. All forum posts will be approved by the
Administrative Coordinator. For this to be beneficial for everyone, there are some rules
that need to be strictly followed:
The “Do’s”
← Feel free to ask questions of others, share prayer requests, and communicate about
homeschooling related topics. If you offer a service that pertains to homeschooling,
such as offering classes, music lessons, tutoring, etc., you may post the opportunity.
You may also pass on information about sales, discounts, or special offers that would
benefit homeschoolers.

← Classifieds for items offered for sale should be posted in the “Classified” section of our
website.

← Information on home schooling opportunities posted to the Family TOUCH forum may only
be forwarded if the post specifically states it is “Open to the Public”. If you are planning
an activity and wish to promote it as a Family TOUCH event, please contact a member
of the leadership team for more information.

← If you do have something to share or a question to ask of the group which is not directly
pertaining to homeschooling, do so in a simple statement or question, specifically asking
for responses to be sent directly back to your email address. If you are ever unsure
about whether you should post something or not, please contact the website
administrator.

← To respond to a post, please click the “Post a Message to this Thread” Link.
The “Do Not's”
← This Forum is for discussion of homeschooling topics and issues only. Please do not use it
to voice your political or religious opinions, or to debate issues. If someone shares
something you disagree with, contact the individual privately and handle the issue in a
Christ-like manner. If you feel there is a discrepancy in something posted, or if you
question a post, contact the originator of the post or the group coordinators (if
applicable). Please do not simply post your contradicting opinion.

← To help minimize the volume of posts, please DO NOT send “forwards”. This does not
refer to the process of clicking “forward” vs. copying or pasting information to share – it
means please do not pass on posts such as stories, jokes, and even other informational
emails which are not homeschooling related. We realize there are a lot of helpful and
beneficial emails generated by many sources, but other avenues are available for
passing on such information.

← We would remind you to be very respectful when posting to the forum. Often, the “tone” of
an e-mail can come across in a hurtful manner. Please be sure to have a Christ-like
attitude when posting to the forum.

← As needs arise, we may make revisions to these rules in order to maintain a Christ-like
atmosphere on the Family TOUCH Forum. Thank you for your cooperation.

Website / Forums / Directory Confidentiality:

The “public view” of our website, www.familytouch.org enables non-members to find
Family TOUCH and provides basic information about Family TOUCH. The “memberonly” section of the website is the primary source of information and communication for
our members. It is updated on a regular basis. Members have the ability to submit links
and photos on the website as well as have the ability to create their own “family
webpage” within their “Profile” (see “Edit My Profile” on the website). Your profile can
be edited at any time. The website generates automatic weekly reminders of upcoming
activities. Be sure you have selected the “Weekly Updates” preference on your “profile”
in order to receive the weekly updates. The events on the calendar are posted by the
Website Administrator. Please send calendar items pertaining to field trips, community
service, special interest, special events, and parties to the appropriate Special Teams
Leader. If you are unsure whom to contact, you can email the Website Administrator.
Privacy Policy: The “members-only” section of the Family TOUCH website contains
names, addresses, phone numbers, and other personal information about our member
families. Therefore, to protect the privacy of our members, user names, passwords, and
any information within the members-only section MAY NOT be shared with non-Family
TOUCH members for any reason. Members who violate this policy may lose their
membership to Family TOUCH with no refund of dues.
Sub-Groups/Quadrants:
We have sub-groups for each quadrant of the greater Greenville County area. When
you join, you will check mark which quadrant you live in and / or where you would most
likely choose to participate in activities. These quadrant sub-groups allow us to provide
more opportunities closer to your home, but also to have some of the same activities at
different days and times of the month, to better meet the varying needs of the group.
You may always feel free to join the activities in any quadrant, not just the quadrant
where you live. Therefore, if the moms' meeting or park day close to your house
doesn’t fit your schedule, but you are willing to drive to another quadrant to participate,
you have that option. By providing quadrant sub-groups, we are not intending to “split
up” the group or cause division. We desire to maintain unity within the county-wide
group as a whole. Having a Quadrant Leader and Family TOUCH Teams enables us to
better care for each of the member’s families, and helps us to be the most benefit to
you.

Group Affiliations:
Family TOUCH is an affiliate group of both HSLDA (Home School Legal Defense
Association) and SCHEA (South Carolina Home Educators Association.) We are able
to offer a group discount rate to our members who wish to join either or both of these
organizations.
If you wish to join at a discounted rate, please email
info@familytouch.org for more information.
← HSLDA: To join or renew with HSLDA at the discounted rate of $95 (17% off the
individual rate)
← SCHEA: To join or renew with SCHEA at the discounted rate of $15 per family.
Please note that if you are using a Virtual School or home-based Charter School,
HSLDA and SCHEA do not recognize you as a homeschooling family and will not allow
membership in their organization.

Fund Raising:
We presently have one fundraisers in progress. Proceeds will be distributed in the
budget help to cover our office supply fees, paper goods, party supplies and other fees
incurred to provide the opportunities we have provided in the past, along with new
activities. Our budget also enables us, at the end of each year, to give love offerings to
the churches that allow us to use their facilities throughout the year. The Leadership
Team will decide any monetary distributions.
← Box Tops for Education: We collect Box Tops for Education.
Encourage your
family and neighbors to collect Box Tops for us. We are reimbursed 10 cents for
every Box Top redeemed. This is simple fundraiser that can quickly add up to
significant funds for our group to decrease the fees for our activities. Our Box
Tops Coordinator will post to the forum the submission dates. The new Family
Touch policy as of June 2014 is that every member family that donates Box Tops
to the group will receive a portion of that donation back to their own family.

Special Teams / Parental Involvement:
This is an excerpt from our Purpose Statement: “Our group is parent-led. Each
member family should serve the group in some way, which will bring fellowship and joy
as we work together.”
Parental involvement is expected of all members. In order to have an effective group,
each member family should serve one (or more) of the teams below. When you join,
you will designate the area in which you wish to serve. Your contact information will be
given to the appropriate Team Coordinator, and you will be contacted regarding the
opportunities you have chosen to serve. Using this team approach helps to ensure that
the desired or planned activities can take place, and that the workload is distributed
among many people. The Core Leadership will not and cannot take on the responsibility
of planning all the activities, thus if there is no leadership for an activity or event, then

the activity cannot take place. Committing to active service on one of these teams
DOES NOT mean that you need to coordinate an activity NOR does it mean that you
need to serve for every activity or event your team facilitates. For instance, serving food
at ONE party would be considered active service on the Party Team. Coordinating ONE
field trip would fulfill your commitment to the Field Trip Team. This does not have to be
an ongoing time commitment throughout the year, but it is hoped that you will find some
way to serve on one of the teams at some point during the year. Members need to take
“ownership” of the group and help to make it the best it can be for everyone. Not
everyone is gifted to be a lead planner, so please pray about the gifts and talents God
has blessed you with and expects you to use for His glory. If you are not sure where
you can fit in, or if you don’t understand what a certain area of service entails, discuss it
with the Membership Coordinator. She will help you find the best “fit” for you, which will
help make your service to Family TOUCH an enjoyable experience.
Our Current Special Teams & Activities Include:
Party / Social Team – Coordinator: If you would like to coordinate any of these, please send an e-mail to
info@familytouch.org.

← Kick-off Picnic (Sept)
← T-Day/VET Day
Celebration (Nov)
← Christmas Craft Party
(Dec)

← Valentine's Day Party
(Feb)
← Easter Outreach Egg
Hunt (Mar/Apr)
← Camping Trip (May)

← Year-end Yearbook Signing Party (June)
← 4th Friday Fun Day
← Other Opportunities Welcome!

Field Trips/Special Classes Team – Coordinator: Fieldtrips@FamilyTOUCH.org
Field Trips and Special Classes are an easy and fun way to serve our group. The ideas are endless! If you like to
plan activities but don’t know what to plan, an extensive list of ideas is available on the website under “Forms &
Publications”. All field trips and activities that are promoted through Family TOUCH needs to be scheduled with
Quadrant Leader before promotion can take place. She will assist you in the process to make it easier to organize
events. For more information on “Planning an Activity”, contact the Coordinator.

Special Events Team – Coordinator: SpecialEvents@FamilyTOUCH.org

← History Night (Oct)
← Science Fair (Jan)

← Talent Night &
Student Showcase
(Apr)
← College/Career Fair
(May)

← International Festival

← K-5 Graduation

(Feb)
← Spelling Bee (Mar)

(May)
← Used
Curriculum/Book
Sale (May)

← Field Day (May)
← Splashin’ With Homeschoolers –
← Waterpark Day (June)
← Upstate Homeschool Convention (Jun/Jul)
← First-Steps / New Member Mtg (July)

Community Service Team – Coordinator: CommunityService@FamilyTOUCH.org

← Buddy Walk (Oct)
← Christmas Child (Nov)
← Country Santa (Dec)

← Salvation Army Bell

← Special Olympics (Apr)
Ringing (Dec)
← Soup Kitchen (TBA)
← Warehouse Teen Volunteering (TBA)
← Operation Christmas Child Collection/Box Stuffing (Dec)

There are various other areas of service which may be of interest to you, based on your gifts and passions. If you
select this team, please contact your Quadrant Leader to find out how you can serve. Below SOME areas you may
like to serve to help enhance our group's opportunities.
← First Steps (New
← Mom's Support
← Administration & Other Member Service
Homeschoolers)
← HIT (High School
← Dad's Support
← Other
Support)
← MIT (Middle School
← Food Pantry / Meal
Support
Registry

General Field Trip and Activity Policy:
All sign-ups for activities and field trips must be done through the website calendar. Go
to www.familytouch.org, click on the “calendar”, select the activity/trip, and then from the
details box, click on “sign up”. You will receive a confirmation email. If you do not
receive the confirmation, please contact the activity planner. Please do not assume you
are signed up and do not show up at a scheduled activity without confirmation. If you
have any questions about the policy, contact the activity planner or the appropriate
Special Teams Coordinator. No response or question to the policy constitutes your
agreement that you and your child understand the policies and will abide by them . If a
member of your family has a life threatening food allergy, please notify the coordinator
of the activity, so that she can post in the announcement that a certain food item should
not be brought to the activity.
General Fieldtrip & Activity Policy:

← Minimums/Maximums: Many facilities have minimums for tours, activities, or
classes. If there is a minimum, we require 2 more than the minimum to be keep
the activity scheduled. Not meeting the minimum is a bad reflection upon our
group
← Chaperones: Generally, parents are to stay and chaperone their own children. If
this is not the case, it will be noted on the “Activity Form”. If a parent is required
to stay but you are unable to attend, you must find another parent willing to
oversee your child. If the trip or activity is a drop-off situation, we will require 1
adult for every 7 children. (Ie. 2 adults / 14 students, but even 1 more student
will require another chaperone. So, if your child is 15th to sign up, but we do not
have a 3rd chaperone, only the first 14 will be permitted to attend) If chaperones
are necessary, then you can sign-up as a chaperone when you sign-up for the
field trip.
← Be sure to print the “Activity Form” so you have all contact information for the day
of the activity. This information will be provided in each promo sheet which can
be downloaded from the calendar date of the activity on the website.
← Please make every effort to attend and to be on time. In cases of illness or
emergencies, please call the activity planner listed on the form to let them know
you won’t be able to attend. It may be that there is another family on a waiting

list for that activity. There is no reimbursement or rollover of any associated fees
paid for any activity.
← Be sure to have a packed “sack” lunch, if one is required (all disposable and
marked clearly with your child’s name). Please adhere to the Food Allergy Policy.
← Silence all cell phones during any field trip or activity.
← For “drop-off” activities, all children (regardless of age) who do not drive
themselves to the activity should be walked into the building by an adult and NOT
dropped off at the front door or in the parking lot. At pick up time, an adult should
pick up him or her, as we will not release students until someone has come to
pick them up. If someone other than you will pick up your child, this information
should be given to the activity leader or lead chaperone ahead of time.
Go over with your child basic rules to follow during the given activity which should include:

⁃
⁃
⁃
⁃
⁃

Be respectful to everyone, especially adults.
When asked to do
something, a child must obey the chaperone or teacher in charge.
Raise your hand before asking or answering a question.
Listen to the teacher when he or she is talking.
Stay in a line if moving from one class to another. Homeschooled children
do not get many opportunities to walk in a straight line, but most children
should be able to handle this simple procedure.
Sitting, standing, and quietly talking are acceptable in the lobby area
before or after a class or activity by ALL children, including siblings who
are waiting with their parent(s.) Running, playing on the steps and
benches, “rough-playing”, and being loud are prohibited.

Roper Mountain Science Center Field Trip Policy:
In addition to our “General Field Trip & Activity Policy”, Roper Mountain Science Center
has the following guidelines:
Our Roper Mountain Field Trip Coordinator schedules regular classes (by grade level)
at Roper Mountain Science Center (RMSC). An announcement will be generated along
with frequent reminders for RMSC field trips on the Forum.
← All sign-ups are done on our website calendar.
← You will have the opportunity to be chaperone for the class. A Lead Chaperone will be
required to be in charge for every field trip. The Family TOUCH “Chaperone” guidelines
(pg. )apply. Written Lead Chaperone responsibilities will be passed on to the person
who commits to that position. However, if you have questions about what those
responsibilities will entail prior to volunteering, feel free to contact the Family TOUCH
RMSC Coordinator.

← A cell phone or alternate number MUST be provided for you to be reached during the field
trip if you won’t be staying on the premises.

← RMSC sets the grade level for each class topic. We send in our requests for classes for
each grade level prior to the beginning of the school year, and then we are assigned one
field trip day for each grade level. We only offer our classes to Family TOUCH
members. We will ONLY take sign-ups for students in that grade level (based on what
grade level the student primarily does in your homeschool), unless we cannot fill the
class by a certain date. Then we will open it up, possibly to the grade above and/or
grade below, and as a last resort to fill a class, we may offer the classes to other
groups.

← RMSC policy states that students in Greenville County Schools (public, private, and home
schools) may attend one visit for free per school year (one or two lessons during that
visit). We need to respect this. Some of us have the opportunity through more than one
group to participate (ie. Family TOUCH, Co-Op, etc.), but we should not take advantage
of RMSC by having our children attend extra classes through different groups.

← RMSC has a strict rule that unregistered siblings / children may not attend a class, so
chaperones may not bring other children along. We encourage members who are
signed up for the same class to cooperate together and help each other with child-care
needs and with providing the chaperones we need. In turn, this allows us to continue to
make these opportunities available.

It is a privilege for us to attend RMSC classes, and it is very important that we maintain
a good relationship with RMSC if we are going to continue having these opportunities.
We will abide by their rules and we will be a good representation of the homeschooling
community; and even more importantly, of Jesus Christ!
If you have any questions about guidelines, contact the Family TOUCH RMSC Field Trip
Coordinator:
RMSC@FamilyTOUCH.org No response or question constitutes your
agreement that you and your child understand the policies and will abide by them.

Childcare Policy:
The childcare is open for infants and children through age 10 for SOME
meetings/activities.
If you need to bring children over age 10, they may bring a book or quiet game to play in
the child care room. They are to remain in the child care room until the meeting is over.
They will be checked on from time to time, by the leadership. You, as a mom, are
encouraged to do the same.
We want as many of our FT moms to be involved in the meetings as possible. We know
that husbands' schedules sometimes do not allow them to be available to watch our
children during this time. We want to be an encouragement to members by providing
childcare to those who would not be able to attend the meeting without it. We have
limited space and limited caregivers, so we ask that this truly be on an “as needed"
basis. On the other hand, please do not hesitate to ask for help in this area, either.
It is ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO SIGN-UP on the website calendar by the Tuesday
BEFORE the meeting! We cannot provide childcare at the last minute, because we
have only a limited number of caregivers on our contact list. An email will be sent out
prior to the meeting date. Include any special instructions and allergies of any kind in
your sign-up.
Check with your coordinator to see if snacks will be provided. If not, please send along
snacks for your children, if you think that they might get hungry. It would be a good idea
to have children's snacks, bottles, cups, etc. clearly labeled with their names.
We will provide a structured time for the children. Our caregivers will bring movies,
books, and games to keep your children engaged for the time the moms are in their
meeting. If you have any reservation about this, please contact the childcare
coordinator. We will pick movies that have no objectionable elements, but we also
realize that each family has different standards and different issues that their children
are dealing with, and we will be respectful of that. You are also encouraged to bring any
toys or games your child would like to play with; they may even like to share these items
with other children during the meeting.
Guidelines for Caregivers:
← Childcare coordinators will provide a sign-in/sign-out sheet. Please be sure to use
this sheet.
← The same person who dropped off the child should also pick up the child unless
otherwise noted in advance. If someone else arrives for pick-up, state that you
can only release the child to the person who dropped off without advance notice.
If there is a problem or issue, one childcare worker should get the Childcare
Coordinator to handle the situation.
← A minimum of two workers will be present at every event where child care is offered
and a ratio of 6:1 child/worker. Childcare workers must be a minimum of 14
years old to be the lead care giver. Helpers must be a minimum of 12 years old.
All workers must demonstrate responsibility and be recommended to the

coordinator before being selected. This is a ministry opportunity for you. This is
also training for grown-up life when you may have a family of your own, or work
in a church nursery or daycare.
← This is a non-paying ministry, although a love offering will be taken up and
distributed between all the caregivers. Some months there may not be much, if
any, money, but other months may be more.
← Please be in the nursery at least 15 minutes before the start time. If you will not be
able to make it to the meeting, please email or call your coordinator as early as
possible. Do NOT assume that your emails go through – keep attempting to
contact your coordinator until you get a response.
← You may have quite a mix of children to be watching. The nursery is available for
infants to children through 10 years old. Some months there may be no one to
watch and other months may be more challenging. The Childcare Coordinator
will check in on you and the parents may decide to check on their kids
occasionally throughout the evening.
← You may wish to bring a book or some school work along to keep you occupied if
there are no children to watch. If you do have children to care for, they need your
attention and you should not be working on other things or reading.
← Although this is a great time to get together with the friends you make, your first
priority is to the children. Be creative and think of ways to engage the children in
play and fun. You may want to play an organized game together or sing songs
together. The children will also want to play on their own. We suggest you bring
a bag of books, movies and games to each meeting. Check with the parents as
they check in – make sure they have no objections to the items you have picked.
If anyone objects to an item DO NOT USE IT.
← If a problem arises with any of the children, one caregiver should stay with the
children while the other one goes out into the meeting and either notifies the
mother of the child or the child care coordinator. Never leave the children
unattended. It is normal for a child to cry within the first few minutes of their
mother leaving them in the nursery. If the crying persists you may want to get
help.
← A few minutes before the meeting is to be over, have the children work together to
clean up the toys. After this is done is a great time to do group games and
singing until the mothers arrive.
← When the meeting is over, wait for the mothers to pick up their children from the
nursery. Do not let them go out to find their moms. Have the parent sign-out the
child using the sign-in/sign-out sheet.
← Please check the condition of the room before you leave. If you had to change a
diaper during the course of the evening, please take the trash bag and dispose of
it properly. We do not want to leave it until Sunday morning.

Behavior and Discipline:
All members—adults and children—will be expected to honor God in their interactions
with fellow members, and will be expected to adhere to the practices described in this
code.
← Respect – We are called to respect each other as people created in the image of
God and brothers and sisters in Christ. This respect should extend among all
members: adult-to-adult, student-to-student, adult-to-student, and student-toadult. Disrespect, whether verbal, written, or in the form of destroying another’s
property, will not be tolerated, and will result in reprimand and parental contact.
This issue will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.
← Speech – We expect our members to speak in a Christ-like manner that builds one
another up, exhibiting fruits of the Spirit through gracious words. Profanity and
vulgarity will not be tolerated. Nor will insulting, demeaning, or belittling words,
whether written or verbal, towards another group member be tolerated.
← Weapons are not permitted at any Family TOUCH function. This includes knives,
whether of the hunting, pocket, or pen-knife variety. All weapons will be
confiscated and parents will be notified.

Middle School and High School Code of Conduct:
Every student in grade 6 and up must submit a signed MS / HS Code of Conduct
Agreement.

Dress Code:
Family TOUCH members are expected to dress modestly at all times when participating
in any Family TOUCH activity. The leaders of Family TOUCH define modesty to include
the following guidelines, which apply to boys and girls, men and ladies:
← No strapless or spaghetti strap tank tops may be worn to any Family TOUCH
activity.
← No “attitude” t-shirts with inappropriate messages are permitted.
← No skin may be seen between the pants and shirt at any time.
← Hemlines of shorts should be fingertip length or longer when arms are straight at
sides.
← If an activity involves swimming, girls and ladies may only wear a one-piece bathing
suit or a two-piece suit that does not allow any skin to be seen between the
bottom and top pieces. For boys and men, no Speedos / briefs may be worn.
← No body piercing jewelry may be worn to any Family TOUCH activity other than
earrings.

Teen Co-Ed Appropriate Behavior:
Students are not to pair off into couples while participating in any Family TOUCH
activity. There should be no behavior that gives adults or other students the idea that
anyone has coupled off. Specifically unacceptable behaviors include, but are not limited
to, hand holding, hugging, kissing, or any other type of physical touch.

Keys to a Successful Experience:
You sought, you found, you joined! Now what???
You made the decision to Homeschool and you found other homeschoolers to help
enrich your homeschooling experience. But, if for some reason, you still feel like you’re
always on the outside perimeter of the group, then here are some tips for getting
connected in Family TOUCH:
← Be Friendly – It may be asking a lot, but begin by introducing yourself to one or two
people and mentioning that you’re a new group member. There are always
helpful souls in the group willing to draw you in. This is the purpose of our
TOUCH Teams. Your TOUCH Team leader should contact you shortly after you
join, and will invite you to activities where a TOUCH Team member will be there
to meet you and help to introduce you to others. But to some extent, it’s still up
to you to just speak up and make some connections.
← Don’t be discouraged if you or your children don’t make fast friends with someone
immediately. It is quite possible that the others are shy and in need of
encouragement. By showing an interest in others, you will spark their interest in
you, and maybe encourage someone else at the same time!
← Be willing – All the jobs in Family TOUCH are done by committed parents within the
group. All the little (and big!) jobs these people do make our group successful. If
you are new to the group, then Someone Else has been doing all these little jobs.
Someone Else may be tired. Someone Else may need a break. Someone Else
may really appreciate you offering to help!
← By offering to help the group, you not only do your part for the group, but you also
get to know people you might not otherwise have had the opportunity to meet.
Increasing your network within the group serves to strengthen your family’s
homeschool support system. It’s worth it!

A Note from the Leadership Team:
Family TOUCH continues to embark on new adventures, and we are continuing to grow
and change. We look forward to a year filled with exciting new activities and
opportunities. In God’s Word, 1 Corinthians 12:4-31 tells us that we all have unique
gifts and talents. We are instructed to use these for the glory of God and to serve the
body. No gift or job is more important than another. No person in the body is more
important than another. Let us all work together, extending grace where needed,
helping each other, loving each other with the love that God gives us and intends for
“families” to share.
Because we are changing and growing, at times it will be necessary for the Leadership
Team to re-evaluate certain areas of the group. In light of this, and in order to
continually better serve you and our homeschooling community, we reserve the right to
change policies and procedures without notice. We are looking forward to a great year
and we hope you are too!
In His Service,
Your Family TOUCH Leadership Team

