
 

 

 

   

 

 

                                       

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter of the Fireside Academy Community Co-op                                    February 2012 
WEBSITE:  http://www.firesideacademy.org             EMAIL: firesideacademy@gmail.com 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

ICE SKATING at Bethlehem  
Municipal rink ς see 
Info inside for time and cost 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH  
   --PIZZA DAY 

   --PAJAMA DAY at Fireside! 

   --CRAFT SALE  

 
DEADLINE FOR MARCH ISSUEτ 
14th at Fireside / EMAIL by 21st ! 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
NO CLASSES at FIRESIDE 
  (Winter Break) 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
ANNUAL EDUCATIONAL FAIR!! 
  
--------------------------------------- 

[hhYLbD !I9!5ΧΦΦ 

TUESDAY, MARCH 13 
Pizza Day  AND 
Talk with an Accent Day! 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16 
Spring Fling Dance in Emmaus 

TUESDAY, MARCH 20 
VISITATION DAY 

FRIDAY, MARCH 23 
MOVIE NIGHT at RAVE ς 
ά¢ƘŜ IǳƴƎŜǊ DŀƳŜǎέ 
        

                                                

Fireside Academy invites all families to join us for our  

ANNUAL EDUCATIONAL FAIR 

Friday, February 24, 2012 

Judging begins at 5:00 ς set up at 4:00 

Entries accepted in Art, Social Studies, and 

Science/Technology categories 

$5.00 for FIRST entry ς  

$3.00 for each additional entry 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS FEBRUARY 7TH!!  

(Registration forms at front desk and online) 

New this year!!  In response to requests,  

hot dogs/chips/drinks will be available for purchase! 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴiss out on a great night!!! 

 

 

http://www.firesideacademy.org/
mailto:firesideacademy@gmail.com


 

 

 

Location:   CarpeƴǘŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ    пслф Newburg Road,  Nazareth, PA  18064 

  The schedule for the night of the Educational Fairs:  
  3:00-4:00pm  INITIAL SET UP ς HELP IS NEEDED TO SET UP TABLES!! 
  4:00-5:00pm-   Exhibit Set-Up  
  5:00-7:30pm-   Judges Interviews with Participants 
  7:30-8:00pm-   Display breakdown / chairs set out 
  8:00-8:30pm-   Award Presentations 
  8:30-9:00pm-   Clean Up 

All registrations can be submitted on a Tuesday or mailed to:  Fireside Academy, 1928 S. 2nd St, Allentown, PA 18103  
 

Be sure to register early as space is limited!     DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS FEBRUARY 7th !!!!  
 

ALL FORMS AVAILABLE ONLINE AND AT BACK OF THIS NEWSLETTERς 
REGISTRATION FORMS ALSO AVAILABLE AT FRONT DESK 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Education Fair   --  by Peter Gambino 

 !ƘΣ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ CŀƛǊΣ ŀ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΧ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ 

three categories, Science, ArtΣ ŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

prestigious award, or just for showing off your skills, you will have a great time. You will be judged on your presentation 

and awards will be handed out to the greatest of the categories. How the judging works is you will have a scheduled 

time for the judges to come to interview you, and they will ask you questions about your presentation. You will have two 

judges at two different times. Then when your judges have come and gone you can peruse the other presentations or 

Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΦ {ƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƴ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

parents are making you, you will have a splendid time at the Fair.  

NEW THIS YEAR!! 

Because the fair is a long event,                                    

we will be providing a quick meal                       

including a hot dog, chips, and a                                

drink for those who would like to purchase a low-cost 

dinner.   Dinner will be served between 5-7, during 

the judging hours.  Please try to keep meals out in the 

main vestibule to help with clean up ς thank you! 

PERFORMING THIS YEAR!! 

During the tabulation of the judges, our very own 

FOUR LEAF CLOVERS  (Dominic & Vincent Behe, Alex 

Brown, and Pete Gambino)                                            

will perform for folks as                                              

tables are broken down                                                  

and displays are put away.                                                

²ŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ                                                  

them sing! 

 



 

 

 
 
Although there has been rather low turn-out, we still have ice skating on the calendar for Thursday, February 2 at the 
.ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ wƛƴƪ ƻƴ LƭƭƛŎƪΩǎ aƛƭƭ wƻŀŘ όŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ tŜƴƴǎȅƭvania Playhouse)  from 1-3.    Grab your skates or 
rent a pair there, and join ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ άƎȅƳέΗ  ό/ƻǎǘΥ  ϷрΦлл ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ όϷрΦрл ŀŘǳƭǘύ κ ϷоΦлл ǎƪŀǘŜǎ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Fireside teens, please join us at the Desai household for an afternoon of board games, hanging out and  

  ǎƴŀŎƪǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀse feel free to bring your favorites. 

  ²ƘŜǊŜΥ bƛŎƪ 5ŜǎŀƛΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ммтр {ǇǊƛƴƎ wŘΦΣ 9ŀǎǘƻƴΣ t! мулпл 

  When: Saturday, Feb. 11, 2011, 1-5 pm 

RSVP: There will be a sign up sheet at the front desk, or email Mrs. Desai at arenee.d@gmail.com                                   

Hope you can join us!   (If anyone has easily transportable tables and chairs they would be willing to loan for the afternoon, they 

would be highly appreciated. I can pick up and drop off. Thanks!) 

 

 

 

  

                                              TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 14  at Fireside!! 

How often do your non-ƘƻƳŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǎƪΣ ά{ƻΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀƧŀƳŀǎΚ                                 

This time, you can answer with a resƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ά¸9{Ηέ  !ŦǘŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōƛƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀnother                    

pajama party at Fireside;  bring your fuzzy slippers and wear your flannels, your sweats, or nightgowns for the day 

(please keep things appropriate!).  Teddy bears are welcome!   (Please note:  this is also pizza day!) 

 

 

                  by Kristen McKenna 

This year, Valentines Day falls on a Tuesday, so the Crafting for Fun & Profit class had decided that                                   
they would be holding a craŦǘ ǎŀƭŜΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ ǎŀƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ǘƻ                                    
a local charity. The Crafting class will be selling Valentine gifts and cards. So buy an item for a friend                                               
ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΗ 
 

FEBRUARY FIRESIDE EVENTS 
                        
 

mailto:arenee.d@gmail.com


 

 

 
Ever feel like you need help carrying all your stuff?  Or just need to organize just a bit more at home or on the go?  Thirty 
One offers stylish, fun, functional and personalizable products (totes, purses, baskets, etc) to organize your life at home 
and on the go.  There is also a large thermal tote line, and products that make great gifts (think Easter and Mother's 
Day!).  There are a lot of Thirty One products floating around Fireside....you've probably seen them! 
 
85% of proceeds from this fundraiser will be donated to Fireside to help defray costs.  So, help yourself and help the co-
op, all at the same time! 
 
On Tuesday, January 31st there will be some products on display for all to see, as well as order forms, catalogs and info 
sheets.  This fundraiser is not limited to just those at Fireside, feel free to share with your friends and family.  All orders 
will be due on Tuesday, February 14th.  During this fundraiser, for every $31 spent, you will be able to choose any item 
for 31% off!  There will be the ability to order on regular order forms as well as online (beginning Feb. 1st.)  Simply go to 
www.mythirtyone.com/reneehagan, click on Place an Order, and order under the Fireside Fundraiser event. 
 
There is no pressure at all to participate!  Info on fundraiser will be with the product display on January 31st, and then at 
the information table until Feb. 14th.   
 
Questions?  Ask Renee Hagan 610-614-0646 or nazarethfive@gmail.com  
 

 

 

 

In the next week you will be receiving a letter from the yearbook staff regarding the 2012 issue, where each of you will 
be honored with two full pages in the yearbook.   Included on these pages will be a short questionnaire about some of 
ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǎΤ  ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ bh [!¢9w ¢I!b 
MARCH  6thΗΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘy by then, please let Mrs. Wenson 
know  and she will save the spot on the page (however, the final deadline is March 27 for all senior material).   You will 
also be asked for photos for a personal slideshow if you plan on attending our graduation ceremony.    
 

 

  SPRING FLING DANCE ς March 16  in Emmaus  

  TEEN MOVIE NIGHT AT THE RAVE  ς aŀǊŎƘ но  ά¢ƘŜ  IǳƴƎŜǊ DŀƳŜǎέ 

  SPRING MUSICAL ς άCL55[9w hb ¢I9 whhCέ ς Fri.  April 20 / Sat. April 21 

  THEATER SHOWCASE / ART SHOW NIGHT ς Thursday, April 26 

  FIRESIDE GRADUATION ς Friday, May 18                     

  HOMESCHOOL PROM ς     Friday, June 1   (Location TBA) 

                More details upcoming in future newsletters, but save the dates now!!  

mailto:nazarethfive@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
TUESDAY,  MARCH 20 ς Do you know someone who is interested in Fireside for next year?  
Iŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ Řŀȅ 
looks like?  Now is your chance to come and spend a few hours with us at Fireside!  Families 
may choose to come for either the morning session or the afternoon.  Perhaps your student 
wants to observe a class, or you want to ask some questions.   This day is perfect for you to 
come and be a part of our Fireside family!    For more information, or to express interest, 
please email firesideacademy@gmail.com  
 

You MUST PRE-REGISTER for this event! 

 
 
 
 
 
   When: Friday,  March 16th   from  6:00-10:00pm 

   Where: {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦// ƛƴ 9ƳƳŀǳǎ 

   More details to come ς look for forms online shortly! 

  
Mark your calendar Spring Fling 2012 will be Friday, March 16th at St.John's UCC in Emmaus 6-10pm. The awesome 
lights and music provided by DJ Dutch, so bring your requests. I will have all the paperwork posted later this week!  The 
Spring Fling is an informal dance meaning jeans and a tee shirt are perfectly acceptable!    I know our kids are super 
excited I hope you all are as well! 
 
Join us on Facebook at "Valley Homeschool Prom 2012" I will post updates here and there. It is a place for teens to chat 
and let each other know they are attending.  Looking forward to another great turnout!! 
 
Once again please do not wait until the last minute it really makes planning difficult.               ~~Mrs. Labenberg 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

      Upcoming Events  

                        
 

       Fireside Academy Winter Weather Guidelines 

Now that winter is here, we want to remind families of our winter weather policy.   Because so many families travel 
up to an hour each week, we will always err on the side of caution and cancel classes if it looks as though travel may 
be difficult for families, and especially teachers that must travel.  If weather takes a bad turn during the day on  
a Tuesday, parents should use their own judgement in picking children up early.   

         WE WILL ALWAYS POST WEATHER CLOSINGS ON THE WEBSITE AND SEND AN EMAIL EARLY ON A TUESDAY! 

mailto:firesideacademy@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 By Shealin Weston 
 
 

This year, the yearbook staff needs your help!!  We would like to include all Fireside students in the making of the      
2012 yearbook! We need a cover photo and we want one of YOU  to get us the perfect  one!! All you need to do is to 
take photos of people, places, or things that you think represent Fireside the best!      ¢ƻǇ ǇǊƛȊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊōƻƻƪΩǎ 
cover -- as well as a $10.00 gift card -- but others may be used within the book as well!! 
 
So take as many pretty pictures as you can and email them to Mrs.Wenson at firesideacademy@gmail.com   
 
                    We can't wait to see all of the pictures!! Thank You! 
 
    Information:   Email: firesideacademy@gmail.com  
 
   Deadline: When we find 'The One'!! :) ς but NO LATER than March 6th !!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:firesideacademy@gmail.com
mailto:firesideacademy@gmail.com


       

 

PA HOMESCHOOL LAW REQUIRES THAT ALL HOMESCHOOLERS IN GRADES 3,5, & 8 ARE TESTED IN AT LEAST 
READING AND MATH.  WE ARE PROVIDING INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM VARIOUS RESOURCES ς CHECK 
h¦w άIha9{/Ihh[ [LbY{έ .!w hb ¢I9 ²9.t!D9 Chw h¢I9w LbChwa!¢LhbΦ 

 

ACCEPTED TESTS FOR THE STATE OF PA:  As of March 15, 2009, the following tests are state 

approved. This list is from the new PDE Basic Education Circular (BEC)  which lists the acceptable 

tests:  
 
   1.  California Achievement Test  

   2.  Comprehensive Testing Program (CTPIV)  

   3.  Iowa Test of Basic Skills   

   4.  Metropolitan Achievement Test  

   5.  Peabody Achievement Individual Test ï Revised Version  

   6.  Stanford Achievement Test  (not to be confused with the SAT test  for college admission)  

   7.  Terra Nova   

   8.  Woodco ck Johnson Revised Tests of Achievement III   
 

For more details on standardized testing in PA, visit the ñAsk Paulineò site here:    
 http://home.comcast.net/~askpauline/hs/homeschoo ltesting.html   

(Note:  NJ Homeschool Law does not require Standardized Testing)  

 

 

TO HELP YOU WITH SCHEDULING END OF YEAR EVALUATIONS: 

 All homeschoolers in PA must be evaluated at the end of the year; here is a small list of some of the area 
evaluators that Fireside is familiar with  

EL= Elementary.                         SEC=7th grade & up                            SP=Special Needs 
MD=Mason Dixon approved      PA=PA homeschoolers approved       T=offers testing 

   Chris Hahn                 EL                                               mhahn01@rcn.com        (teaches at Fireside)    

 Patty Mahaney          EL, SEC, SP,  MD,  PA, T        patti@lpkhomeschool.com   (also approved in NJ) 

              Julie Engler                SEC,  MD,  PA                            610-746-0409 

              Bill Hobbs                   EL, SEC, MD                              wdhobbs@enter.net 

 
 
 
 

      Info on Spring Testing and Evaluations 

                             

http://www.pde.state.pa.us/k12/cwp/view.asp?A=11&QUESTION_ID=54281
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iowa_Test_of_Basic_Skills
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_Achievement_Test
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scholastic_Aptitude_Test
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TerraNova_(test)
http://home.comcast.net/~askpauline/hs/homeschooltesting.html
mailto:mhahn01@rcn.com
mailto:patti@lpkhomeschool.com
mailto:wdhobbs@enter.net
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefSvW2JLIBgA6kGJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1ghb1ttut/EXP=1264823599/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=test+taking&ei=utf-8&fr=slv8-hpd05&w=185&h=222&imgurl=stedi.org/subs/submastery/subassessment/test_taking.jpg&rurl=http://stedi.org/subs/submastery/subassessment&size=9k&name=test+taking+jpg&p=test+taking&oid=68b100c472e0bd6c&fr2=&no=1&tt=105500&sigr=11ee6ufct&sigi=11n2peh7b&sigb=12hn6com3


                                                Final Odds and Ends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              

                                                      HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS TO:   

 

  2/13 Lucy Funderburk   2/14 Dominic Behe 

  2/16 Matthew Gambino   2/18 Simon Goodman 

  2/19 Natalie Jarratt    2/20 Mrs. Toni Mazzariello 

  2/21 Nicholas Giacoletti   2/21 Elizabeth Lozinger 

  2/22 Gerard Behe (social member)  2/25 Colleen Prince 

  2/25 Alyssa Heric    2/27 Catherine Lozinger 

  2/28 Jadyn Homa 

 

HOMESCHOOL SPARK ςthe newsletter of Fireside Academyτis published monthly, except for June and July, 

which are combined.   If you would like to submit something, or to contact us, please send email to 

firesideacademy@gmail.com Φ  5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜΦ 

 
 

 PIZZA DAY COMING UP:  February 14th  

Sign up sheets at front desk.   Because we have to pay the vendor upon delivery,  
you MUST PAY  FOR PIZZA IN CASH!!    Cost is $ 1. 50 / slice.                                                                          
Orders must be placed  by  Friday, February 10th!   
Either sign up at front desk or email Laurel  at firesideacademy@gmail.com    
 

 YEARBOOK ORDER FORMS WILL BE READY IN MARCH!      

  Yearbook order form will be in next mƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΧΦΦŎƻǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜ $ 30.00 each.  This  
  yearbook will be around 130 pages!   Order deadline will be April 5th!   Yearbooks will be  
  delivered to Fireside  on Tuesday, May 8th for two weeks of signing time!! 
 

 

mailto:firesideacademy@gmail.com
mailto:firesideacademy@gmail.com
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