J.C.H.E. BYLAWS

revised February 28, 2002

We, the members of Jackson Christian Home Educators (J.C.H.E.), do hereby set forth and proclaim these  By-laws to be known and upheld by all members of our organization. Our purpose is to share information and provide support to families who choose to educate their children in a home study program (home schooling) and other interested persons through educational means and charitable service thereby enhancing the local communities and creating a forum for fellowship among the organization's members. The organization is a Christian non-denominational educational support organization.

We believe:

A.
One God manifested in three persons, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, maker of heaven and earth, existing from all eternity.

B.
Jesus Christ, the eternal Word incarnate in human flesh without sin, wholly man and wholly God; Who suffered and died on the cross as an Atonement to redeem all mankind, and Who is resurrected and ascended into Glory.

C.
The Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, Helper and Convictor - God present with us indwelling and empowering us to be His witness.

D.
The Holy Bible as the only inerrant and infallible Word of God, sufficient for doctrine and practical living.

E. The Atonement of Jesus Christ as one sufficient act whereby all who call upon Him in faith may enter into the blessings and benefits of redemption.

An Executive Board will be elected every year from the membership at large. The Board will consist of a director, co-director, co-op coordinator, secretary, treasurer, publicist, newsletter coordinator, field trip coordinator,Internet Director, and 4-H director. The Executive Board will have to sign J.C.H.E. statement of faith. This Board will have no less than 2 meetings a year to plan activities, make the calendar, and take care of any organizational duties. These meetings are open to all J.C.H.E. members to express their views but only the Executive board will have a vote in these meetings. 

If the group experiences difficulties due to size, J.C.H.E may be divided into individual care groups, at the discretion of the Executive Board.  JCHE will serve as the umbrella group, and certain activities will still be at large.  Each care group would have its own leader who would need to sign the statement of faith and be under the authority of the Executive Board. Each care group may be responsible for its own field trips, co-op classes, and parent support meetings.

Parents from J.C.H.E. will often be involved in actively teaching other children (like in the co-op classes and 4-H). These parent/teachers will not have to sign a statement of faith but will adhere to our bylaws and not teach anything contrary to them or to the will of the Executive Board.

Applications for membership will be reviewed by the Executive Board or its designee, and shall be subject to approval by the Board.  Membership privileges may be revoked if deemed necessary by the Executive Board.

A.
Request for membership application forms shall be made to the Executive Board.

B.
All annual fees for membership shall be due upon receipt of said form.

1. If the application is received before the deadline set by the Board, a membership card will be issued to the family.

2. The annual fee entitles any member in good standing to receive regular newsletters and participation in all J.C.H.E. sponsored events during said annual period.

3.  The membership application will be signed, acknowledging agreement to the Code of Conduct and the Decorum guidelines as stated in the by-laws.

C.
Prospective members are entitled to attend two (2) J.C.H.E. events. Any fees associated with the events must be paid to J.C.H.E. prior to participation. Also, one complimentary copy of a current newsletter may be provided to the prospective member.

D. Membership is renewable annually. Dues will be prorated at ½ for families joining after January of each year. Membership fee is non-refundable.The Executive Board may suspend privileges of said member if the individual family refuses to comply with the guidelines set forth in these bylaws. For one offense, there will be a written, e-mailed, or telephoned warning. Two offenses will result in suspension from the next 2 age-appropriate activities. Continued misuse of J.C.H.E. property, non-adherence to the by-laws or extreme violation of the code of conduct will result in the suspension of said family from the organization for the year or revocation of membership, as determined by the Executive Board. (“…the reproofs of discipline are the way of life.” Proverbs 6:23b). This procedure will remain confidential and known only to the Executive Board and the said member.

CODE OF CONDUCT

All members of J.C.H.E. agree to abide by the following rules which are established to ensure that the purposes listed in the By-laws are the focus and intent of all members.

A. Pay annual dues by the deadlines as determined by the Executive Board. Dues will not be refunded or prorated.

B. Promote unity within the group through words and conduct.

C. Serve as a resource and encouragement for other home educators as time permits.

D. Encourage a learning atmosphere.

E. Promote a high standard of home education both within and outside J.C.H.E..

G. Use the name of J.C.H.E. only with the approval of the Executive Board.

H. Conduct all events and activities with honesty, integrity, compassion, and love.

I. Maintain the confidentiality of these documents for members only.

J. Support your Executive Board, activity coordinators, advisors, and all volunteers.


  K. Obey all Georgia laws, especially concerning homeschooling.

DECORUM

We, as members of J.C.H.E., strive to present ourselves in a manner which will glorify Christ, edify our individual families, and promote home education as a whole. When participating in events sponsored by JC.H.E. or as a representative of J.C.H.E. we choose to be above reproach by adhering  to the following guidelines:

A. Modest dress (no tight or revealing clothing).

B. No smoking or partaking of alcoholic beverages.

C. No use of illegal substances.

D. Use polite language. Be positive and pleasant when disciplining children.

E. Keep children under control at all times.

F. Be respectful of others.

G. Take care of any facility which may be used for an event.

H. Offer to help,  don't wait to be asked.

I. Be friendly to a new member or guest. Welcome them and help them to feel accepted.

J. Listen to instructions and announcements, then follow them.

K. Alert an Executive Board member to emergency situations, accidents, etc. 

Respect the different approaches and perspectives of other members regarding education, curriculum, and ideals. We believe it is important to practice sensitivity and deference toward another in all things as found in God's Holy Word (I Corinthians 10:23-24 and Romans 15:2).

Field trips provide a wonderful opportunity for our children to increase their knowledge and enjoy social interaction.  Many people will observe home schoolers for the first time. It is important that we present ourselves in a manner that is a positive reflection on home education. Many who observe may never realize the total life commitment our families have made in training up our children. They may never understand our philosophy. We will simply be judged on our behavior and social savvy. We have a responsibility to our Lord to represent Him well, as we bear His name as the Jackson CHRISTIAN Home Educators. Also, whether we like it or not, we are perpetual advertisements for the home school movement. Therefore, as a group we must strive to adhere to the following guidelines for J.C.H.E. sponsored events, activities, meetings, and field trips.

A. Arrive at least 10-15 minutes early.

B. If you cannot attend an activity after you have made reservations, contact the person in charge as far in advance as possible. Money may not be refundable after the reservation deadline.

C. Respect speakers, tour guides, etc.

D. Save questions for the appropriate time and speak in an audible tone.

E. Keep your children under control and within sight at all times. Even though another person is in charge of the event, you are always responsible for your child's behavior and personal safety.

F. Respect restrictions placed on the group by the sponsoring facility concerning the age of participation, handling of objects/equipment, staying in designated areas, and eating or drinking.

G. If you are unable to accompany your child, you must make specific arrangements with another attending J.C.H.E. parent to be responsible for your child.

H. Express appreciation for the activity in an appropriate manner. Thank you notes from the children are a good teaching opportunity.

I.   Parents are solely responsible for their own safety and that of their children when  

      attending J.C.H.E. events.

J.  Children are expected to be obedient to the adult in charge of the event.

