Homeschooling Today





There are approximately 1.23 million American children being taught at home (about the same amount of children that are in Georgia public schools)


On the average, homeschoolers out-perform their public school  peers on standardized tests by 20 to 30  percentile points across all subjects


Studying actual observed behavior, Dr Shyers (1992) found the home educated had significantly lower problem behavior scores than do their conventional school age mates. And the home educated have positive self-concepts.


On average, home educated children are engaged in 5.2 activities outside the home, with 98% involved in two or more. Activities ranging from scouts, dance class, and 4-H to sports, field trips, and volunteer work demonstrate that homeschoolers interact with people of all ages, from all sorts of backgrounds, and in all types of social settings.


Key reasons for home educating are the transmission of a distinct set of beliefs and values to children, close family relationships, controlled and positive peer social interactions, quality academics, alternative approaches to teaching and learning, and the physical safety of children.


Most home educators and their families are not dependent on public, tax-funded resources. Neither do they, in general, have a strong desire for access to tax-funded resources. Their children are learning well, they do not need or want more state regulation and will strongly oppose it, and the parents will not likely be coaxed into more regulation by the lure of offered services.


Dr. Gary Knowles, of the University of Michigan, explored adults who were home educated. None were unemployed and none were on welfare, 94% said home education prepared them to be independent persons, 79% said it helped them interact with individuals from different levels of society, and they strongly supported the home education method.


The vast majority of home school parents (71.1%) hand-pick their instructional materials, custom designing the curriculum to presumably suit the needs of their children, the family’s lifestyle, and applicable government regulations. Nearly 24% use a complete curriculum package. Other options include enrollment in private satellite schools or special programs operated by the local private school.


NHERI Research has the most comprehensive and up- to- date report on home school  research (1999) Home Schooling on the Threshold is available for $4.95, 3 for $9.95, or 10 for $19.95. NHERI  Attn: Brian D. Ray, Ph.D.., President,  POB 13939, Salem, Oregon  97309        phone # 503-364-2827  email: mail@nheri.org   web: www.nheri.org


Help is available for special needs children or children with learning differences. Two helpful groups to contact are:                                                                                                            National Academy for Child Development, POB 380, Huntsville, UT  84317-0380         phone # 801-621-8606  branches throughout the United States                                      National Challenged Homeschoolers, 5383 Alpine Rd, SE, Olalla, WA  98359                       phone # 206-857-4257    email  nathannews@aol.com


There is a legal “insurance policy” group in the US called. Home School Legal Defense Association, HSLDA.  For $100/year you will have a group of home school specialist lawyers in your corner. They handle most things over the phone and through strong well-placed letters, but if you have to go to court they will also come and handle your case for no additional money. You also get a newsletter outlining the legal climate and recent cases in all 50 states. HSLDA, POB 3000, Purcellville, VA 20134  (540) 338-5600  www.hslda.org 


The typical homeschool family spends $200 - $500 per child per year for curriculum , related books, and other school resources. You can spend  much more or much less.











In Georgia:


The teaching parent  must have a high school diploma or GED 


You can hire a tutor. (Tutor must hold high school diploma, GED or better)


You must hold school the equivalent of 4 ½  hours a day for 180 days each year (within 365 days…..it does not have to correspond to the public school schedule or hours)


If your child is between the ages of 6-16 then you need to fill out a letter of intent (supplied by local school superintendent) and turn in within 30 days after a home school program is established and by September 1 annually thereafter. You will also need to monthly fill out and turn in their monthly attendance forms.


Note: if child was put into public school before the age of 6 and remained in public school for 20 days or more then you will have to fill out all paper work on him as if he is 6 >. 


You may want to continue attendance forms through age 18 due to rules governing driver’s licenses.                                                                         


You only have to put on the letter of intent: the names and ages of the students, the address where the program is located, and the dates of the school year. (you do not have to put their grades, the curriculum used, or any other information) BTW…DO give yourself a full year in which to complete your 180 days of school not just the typical 9 months the public school is in session.


Field trips / educational vacations, craft days, learning to play tennis, etc CAN BE school days


Starting in third grade, a nationally standardized test needs to be administered and thereafter every three years or less. Test results are to be kept by YOU not turned in to anyone.


The parent or tutor needs to write an annual progress assessment report in each of the required subject areas and the report is to be kept in YOUR  files for 3 years or more.


The public school system is not required by law to furnish any instructional materials, textbooks, or services UNLESS you have a special needs child…then they may provide special services (such as speech therapy) even if the child receives the rest of his education at home.


Be Aware! Even though home school children do not have to keep public school hours….there ARE day curfew laws in Georgia….Code Section 20-2-698 says:


         Any peace officer may assume temporary custody, during school hours, of any child subject


          to compulsory school attendance who is found away from home and who is absent from a 


          public or private school or a home study program without a valid written excuse from  


          school officials or from the parent or guardian in charge of the home study program.


The home study program must include, but is not limited to:  instruction in reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science.


There are state Homeschooling organizations to help keep you apprised of the legal climate and statewide field trips and conferences. Three well known ones are:                               


GHEA,  141 Massengale Rd., Brooks, GA 30205   phone # 770-461-3657 www.ghea.org HEIR, PO Box 1128 Tucker, GA 30085  email: info@heir.org  www.heir.org        


      GFE, 209 Cobb Street , Palmetto, GA 30268   phone #  770-463-1563 Tdrennan@juno.com


There are at least 3 Georgia stores that carry  a good amount of homeschooling materials:       





            Homeschool Hangout Bookstore,  Alpharetta        phone # 770-569-4977            


            Character  Corner,  Marietta    phone #  770-427-1966                                         


            Betterway Christian Book, 5455 N Henry Blvd   Stockbridge  phone # 770-389-1357 


            Lighthouse Christian Resource Center, 11239 Hwy 36, Covington, phone # 770-787-6774








What if I want to get started right away?





Be familiar with the law: Georgia Home Study Law (http://www.heir.org/galaw.htm#Existing )


If your child is between ages 6 - 16, your first step is to file a letter of intent to homeschool available through your county's department of education. However, some counties, Butts County included, have started requesting information not required by law. Many homeschool parents do not feel comfortable giving the government more information than is required by law. Therefore, many of us, download our letter of intent and monthly attendance forms from Home Educators Information Resource's (HEIR) website. http://www.heir.org/forms.htm 





If your child is already in a school, it would be polite to go to the principal and withdraw your child. If the reason for withdrawal is not a hostile teacher, it would be proper to arrange a meeting with the teacher to find out what has been studied already, areas of strength and weakness, and tips. Sometimes the child's teacher is not only helpful but also supportive of homeschooling....if not...if you point out that you both want the same thing...the best for the child....the teacher usually will respond at least cordially. 





Plug into a local support group.(like JCHE!) 





Attend a Homeschooling 101 class (or individual counseling) from a local person or attend classes 


at a Homeschooling Conference (several held in Atlanta area each year): 





www.ghea.org 


http://www.cgche.com/fairinfo.html 


http://www.georgiahomeschool.com/southeast_expo.html 





Read a general book on homeschooling (available in Butts County library or may be purchased online or through a general bookseller like Barnes and Noble). An excellent book to start with is The Ultimate Guide to Homeschooling by Debra Bell. 


