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I am sure you have heard of and may be planning some
type of “newness” in your family or your own life this New
Year. Allow me to give you a bit more to consider before
you make your final decision.
Look back at last year. Search your memory banks and
recount the many blessings God has given your family,
individually and as a whole (Psalm 105:5). What do you
think about making an effort to thank people who have had
an impact on your family? Then on the opposite side of
that subject, have a genuine spirit of forgiveness towards
those who have wronged you (Matthew 6:12).
Unforgiveness will make you sick! Don’t hang on to any
bitterness. Give it up to the Lord! Lay it down at the
cross of Christ.
Again, where are our children going to learn these acts of
grace and mercy if not from our example? The home is,
without a doubt, the most important single agency
influencing the lives of people, good and bad. Childhood is
the “seedtime” of life. It is the season in which everything
sown in the mind springs up readily. God gives us the soil - our children, and the seed -- the Word of God. The
responsibility is ours to plant and nurture the seed in the
soil, allowing it to take root and multiply.
In Genesis 4, Cain takes the life of his brother, Abel.
WHY?! Jealousy, which lead to anger, which is a form of
self-righteousness and pride. Adam sinned against God,
and Cain sinned against man. How is that for the first page
of human history? Next, God tells Cain that he is cursed
from the Earth (the first curse by God against a human
being). God tells him that he will be a fugitive and a
vagabond, not having much, if any, success from being a
farmer. Then, believe it or not, Cain tells God that His
punishment is too harsh and that he can’t bear it! [Notice
that Cain did not see the enormity of his sin, but the
severity of his punishment. (Don’t miss this) In other words,
Cain showed no repentance.] So, Cain is now worried
about people killing him since God has cursed him. (Yeah,
he was. See verse 14.) In all wisdom, God puts a “mark”
upon Cain, for the rest of his life, lest any finding him
should [not] kill him.
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Why the “mark?” we ask. Well, what I have learned is
that Cain was to be a living, walking reminder as well as
a perpetual warning to others not to do what Cain did.
Not a great way to be known of man, eh? How
crushing it would be to have a child living out his/her
life “marked” by God! I hope this has helped you plan
the New Year.
Susanna Wesley, mother of 17, John and Charles’ mom,
said, “I raised my children to be Christians by getting hold
of their hearts when they were young and never losing my
grip.”
Remember parents, our children are learning from us.
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Mom’s Homeschool Connection
Meeting
WHEN: Thursday, January 26th, 2023 at
6:30pm
WHERE: Cici’s Pizza
4510 Ambassador Caffery Pkwy.
Lafayette, Louisiana 70508
RSVP to Monica Gauthreaux
(337) 207-0738
monicagaux@gmail.com
Mom’s Homeschool Connection meetings
are a chance for moms to come together to
discuss homeschool topics. We talk about
struggles and challenges that we have faced
and bring encouragement. We usually share
a scripture or two to go along with our topic
for the night. Nursing infants are welcome.
Bring a friend who is currently
homeschooling or is interested in
homeschool.

Field Trip
PLANET ICE Skating Rink
WHEN: Friday, January 13, 2022, 12-2 p.m.
WHERE: 4317 Johnston St.
Lafayette, LA 70503
RSVP to Kelly Mitchell
(337) 967-4797
kmitchell9807@gmail.com
$10.40 /person skate rental is included and a meal
deal is available for $3.64 for 2 slices of pizza and a
small drink. Please wear socks, and it will be cold
in the rink, so wear a jacket. There are also skating
walkers for $5. Please RSVP by January 9th.

P.E. Park Day
When: Friday, January 27, 2023 2:30 p.m.
to 5:00 p.m.
Where: Thomas Park .
300 Geraldine Dr. Lafayette, LA
Join us at Thomas Park for fellowship and
play! Meet by the playground and have
some fun. Feel free to bring footballs, bikes,
skateboards, etc.
www.chefoflafayette.org
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Fit and Fun PE class
When: Thursday, date TBD
12:30-1:30 p.m.
Where: 300 Parkview Dr.
City Park Community Center
New Iberia
Join us as we do a fit and fun class with Coach
Shipp! All ages are welcome. Payment is due
one week before class.
Cash app $Reeci13 Venmo @Renee-Shipp-1
PayPal rshipp40@msn.com
You can text Coach Shipp if you have any
questions at 225-931-9048.

Happy Little Trees
Acadiana
(Hosted by Kelly Mitchell)
When: January 26, 2023
9:00-11:00 a.m.
Where: 2502 Blue Haven Dr.
New Iberia, LA 70563
Join us as we do an art/music class with
Michelle Flott. Classes are $10 per student
per month. Please wear clothes that can get
messy or wear an apron. A commitment for
the year needs to be made. There will be a
show/concert at the end of the year. Pay for
each class a week before the class; your
payment will be your RSVP.
PayPal kmitchell9807@gmail.com

www.chefoflafayette.org
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Activities for CHEF can now be paid via
PayPal. The direct PayPal account is linked on
our website. The PayPal name for CHEF is:
CHEF337
PayPal charges a surcharge for each
purchase, so the cost of some CHEF activities
may be rounded up to the nearest dollar to
compensate for this cost.

Cara Gentner was awarded by the Iberia
Parish Sheriff’s Department for a note of
encouragement she wrote for the officers
following our field trip. Included in her card
was a drawing of a police dog. Cara’s artistic
specialty is pet portraits, and later in the
month, more of her art was showcased in an
art show/market.

Important Upcoming Dates
Mom’s Homeschool Connection Meeting
Thursday, January 26, 2023, 6:30 p.m.
PE Park Day
Friday, January 27, 2023, 2:30 p.m.
Field Trip
Friday, January 13, 2023, 12:00 p.m.
Happy Little Trees Acadiana
Thursday, January 26, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.

For more statewide homeschooling
info, visit homeschoollouisiana.org to
sign up to receive newsletters and
emails.
www.chefoflafayette.org
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JANUARY IN HISTORY
Submitted by: Donte’ Gauthreaux, homeschool graduate
New Year's Day - The most celebrated holiday around the
world.

January 1, 1776 - During the American Revolution, George
Washington unveiled the Grand Union Flag, the first national
flag in America.
Birthday on 1st - Betsy Ross (1752-1836) was born in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was a seamstress credited
with helping to originate and sew the Stars and Stripes flag of
America in 1776.

Birthday on 1st - American Patriot Paul Revere (1735-1818)
was born in Boston, Massachusetts. Best known for his ride
on the night of April 18, 1775, warning Americans of British
plans to raid Lexington and Concord.
January 8, 1982 - The American Telephone and Telegraph
(AT&T) Company was broken up as a result of an antitrust
suit. AT&T gave up 22 local Bell system companies, opening
the U.S. telephone system to competition.
Birthday on 8th- Elvis Presley (1935-1977) was born in
Tupelo, Mississippi.

January 11, 1964 - The U.S. Surgeon General declared
cigarettes may be hazardous to health, the first such official
government report.

Birthday on 11th - Alexander Hamilton (1755-1804) was
born in the British West Indies. He was a founder of the
United States who favored a strong central government and
co-authored the Federalist Papers, a series of essays in
defense of the new Constitution. He was selected by George
Washington to be the first Secretary of the Treasury. He died
from a gunshot wound received during a duel with Aaron
Burr.
Birthday on 17th - Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) was born
in Boston, Massachusetts. Considered the Elder Statesman of
the American Revolution, he displayed multiple talents as a
printer, author, publisher, philosopher, scientist, diplomat
and philanthropist. He signed both the Declaration of
Independence and the new U.S. Constitution.

Birthday on 19th - Robert E. Lee (1807-1870) military leader
of the Confederacy during the American Civil War, was born
in Westmoreland County, Virginia. He was the son of a
Revolutionary War hero, a graduate of West Point and
served in the U.S. Army for 25 years preceding the Civil War.
At the outbreak of hostilities, he was offered command of
the Union Army, but declined and instead accepted
command of the military and naval forces of Virginia.
Birthday on 21st - Confederate Army General "Stonewall"
Jackson (1824-1863) was born in Clarksburg, Virginia (as
Thomas Jonathan Jackson). He was a West Point graduate
who served in the Mexican War then resigned to teach at the
Virginia Military Institute. He sided with the South and
became a Brigadier General, earning his nickname at the first
battle of Bull Run as his troops held firm while others
wavered. "There is Jackson standing like a stone wall," a
fellow general commented. He was shot in 1863 by a
Confederate lookout who had mistaken him in the dark. "I
have lost my right arm," lamented General Lee upon his
death.

Disclaimer: The articles and recommended resources contained in CHEF of Lafayette Newsletters have been
submitted for and are intended to provide information that may be used to Christian homeschoolers. The views
and opinions reflect those of the contributor.
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