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We are so glad to have you in Eastside! Yon are an important part of the success of this group, the growth of
our children and the memories that will be made! We appreciate each of you!

HISTORY OF EASTSIDE EXPLORERS

Eastside Explorets began in 1989 as Northeast Valley Home Educators when Notrth Phoenix/Scottsdale was
actually the “eastern” most part of the Valley here in Arizona. A group of homeschool parents saw the need for a
faith-based community to supportt their journey when homeschooling wasn’t as common. They paved the way for
outr group today!

WHO WE ARE

Since then, homeschool parents have catried this precious group under the guidance and direction of God’s
sovereign hand. Today, we ate a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) group of homeschool families who still seek to continue
those same values and experiences for our own children. Although we primarily meet in North
Phoenix/Scottsdale, we have families from all over Arizona including Anthem, Glendale, and even the “new”
eastern cities like Mesal

OUR PURPOSE

The purpose of Eastside Explorers is to bring together like-minded homeschooling families who each contribute
their gifts, talents, and time to create a beautiful experience for our children. As a group, we agree to encourage
and support each other and to abide by our and treating each other
respectfully and modeling the same for our children.

WHAT WE OFFER

A Family Membership is good for an entire academic year* and includes:

e Access to our calendar, forum, entire website, and private Facebook page
e TFree and/or discounted field trips

e Specialized small groups

e Weekly Park meet-ups

e Special events and parties

e Optional drop-off classes

¢ Community, endless support, and great friends!

* Al memberships expire on May 31 except for those members who join after March 1+,

MEMBER REQUIREMENTS

Eastside Explorers is a completely volunteer-led homeschool group.

At least one parent from each family must commit to serve in Eastside on a short-term, volunteer basis
by planning/assisting once per semester in an area of your choice. Contributions by our membets ate not
only minimal, but they are a necessity in making Eastside successful.

Each member must commit to the following*:

e Agree to follow our By-Laws, Code of Conduct, Terms
e Respect our Statement of Faith
e DParents and children must review and agree upon the Behavioral Contract
e  Understand that EE leaders are unpaid volunteers who give their own time and talents. It is
your responsibility to see to it that you fulfill your volunteer commitments, submit payments, ot stay
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active within the group. While we are here to fully support you and your family, we expect each
family to be proactive in their membership.

e  TFulfill your volunteer commitment promptly by contacting our Membership Team to coordinate
immediately after registration or renewal.

e Be an active participant - attend a minimum of ONE non-class day event per month (i.e., park day,
tield trip, small group, party, etc.)

e Watch your children at all events or coordinate help from another parent

e Submit yearly membership dues and update your Family Profile

e  Communicate promptly with leadership - this involves reading emails and responding within a
reasonable timeframe

e DPayany field trips, class days, or other fees at the time of sign-up. Non or late payments may result
in removal from events, classes, or the EE group.

e Bea friend — we have many new families and members without any extended family out here. Share
a smile, set up a playdate, get to know each other, and have fun on your homeschool journey
together!

* Any conflict or non-fulfillment of these items may result in being removed from the group.

CODE OF CONDUCT

Eastside Explorers seeks to honor the Lotd in all we do, growing in Christlike character as we learn, serve, and
build community together.

All students, parents, and participating family members agree to the following guidelines:

1. Respect & Courtesy

e Treat all co-op members—students, parents, teachers, and volunteers—with kindness, respect, and
couttesy.

e Disagreements should be handled graciously and privately, following the spirit of Matthew 18, beginning
with direct, kind communication with the person involved.

e  Harassment, bullying, intimidation, or unkind behavior—verbal, physical, written, or electronic—will not
be tolerated.

Behavior, & Personal Responsibility

e The use or possession of drugs, alcohol, tobacco, vaping devices, or weapons is prohibited at all Eastside
Explorers functions.

e Physical aggression, inappropriate language or gestures, or conduct that is disruptive, threatening, or
harmful will not be permitted.

e  Students must follow safety instructions from teachers and volunteers, including in classrooms, hallways,
playgrounds, events, and field trips.

e  Children must remain supervised by a parent or designated adult at all times.

3. Conflict Resolution & Communication

e Concerns should be brought directly to the individual involved and not shared with others or turned into
gossip.

e  If the issue is not resolved privately, parents may contact the Board for help or guidance by completing
an Incident Report.

e The Board reserves the right to investigate concerns and take necessaty steps to maintain a safe, healthy
environment.
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4. Conduct, Modesty, & Boundaries

e Students and adults are expected to interact in ways that are respectful and appropriate.

e  Public displays of romantic affection or behavior inconsistent with co-op values or our Statement of
Faith are not permitted.

e  Clothing should reflect modesty and discretion. Clothing that reveals visible undergarments, bare midriffs,
or cleavage is not permitted.

5. Technology & Media

e FElectronic devices should be used only for learning purposes or emergencies with teacher/patent
permission.
e  Content shared or accessed duting co-op events must be appropriate and family-friendly.

‘

. Community & Participation

e  Eastside Explorers thrives when families contribute to a welcoming atmosphere of cooperation and
service.

e  Students and parents are expected to respect facilities, materials, and property at all times.

e Members may participate in other co-ops; however, families who hold leadership positions elsewhere must
avoid conflicts of interest that compromise the unity or mission of this group.

7. Visitors & Guests

e Guests attending co-op events must abide by the same expectations and remain under the supervision of
their hosting family.

‘

. Membership Agreement & Board Discretion

e Membership is a privilege, not a right.
e The Board has sole discretion to determine consequences for behavior that violates these guidelines,
including warnings, required parent attendance, suspension, or removal from activities or membership.

9. Affirmation

e  Participation in Eastside Explorers indicates agreement to uphold this standard, pursue peace, and model
Christlike behavior for the benefit of all families in our community.

Eastside’s Board of Directors may rescind membership and/or participation privileges for any family that
violates these guidelines.
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STUDENT BEHAVIORAL CONTRACT

Parents and students, please read and discuss the following expectations together prior to registration. These
expectations apply to all Eastside Explorers events, activities, and programs, including (but not limited to) Class
Days, field trips, and social events.

Respect
¢ Distuptive behavior, including unnecessary talking/interrupting during instruction or organized activities, is not
permitted.

e  Students must show respect to all instructors, volunteers, leaders, and fellow students.
e Students are expected to respect all property. Any damage caused must be repaired or replaced by the student.

Cell Phone-Class Day Policy

e  Cell phones are not permitted at Class Days.

e Ifastudentis found with a phone at any time, it will be collected immediately.

e Confiscated phones must be picked up by a parent/guardian at the end of the day.

e  Repeated violations will result in further disciplinary action including possible suspension

Dress Code

To maintain a respectful and appropriate environment, all students are expected to dress modestly and in alignment with
Eastside Explorers’ values at all events.
e  Clothing must provide appropriate coverage of chest, midriff, and upper thighs.
e No cleavage, midriffs, or short shorts are permitted.
e Shirts must fully cover the torso at all times.
e  Clothing may not display explicit, suggestive, or inappropriate graphics or messaging, including content that is
violent, offensive, or not aligned with our core values.
e Ifastudent’s attire is deemed inappropriate, a parent/guardian will be contacted to bring a change of clothing
and student will miss class until a change of clothing is provided.

Integrity
e Name-calling, inappropriate language, or disrespectful comments toward students, teachers, or adults are not
permitted.

e Students are expected to be honest, encouraging, and take responsibility for their actions.
e Inappropriate, suggestive, or explicit words, jokes, gestures, or materials of any kind are not permitted and will
result in immediate disciplinaty action.

Discernment & Diligence

e  Students should demonstrate good judgment in their actions and interactions.
e  Consistent effort and responsibility in attendance and classwork are expected.

Compassion & Self-Control

e  Eastside Explorers maintains a zero-tolerance policy for bullying, as well as physical or verbal aggression.
e Students are expected to treat others with kindness, compassion, and self-control at all times.

Understanding & Accountability

e Ifa student does not meet these expectations, Eastside Explorers agrees to address concerns promptly.
e Initial concerns may be handled directly by the instructor.

e  Continued ot serious issues may result in a meeting with parents/guatrdians.

e  Dismissal from class may occur if behavior does not improve.

By registering for Eastside Explorers, both parent and student acknowledge and agtee to abide by these expectations.



Frequently Asked Questions

ABOUT EASTSIDE EXPLORERS

Q: What is the purpose of Eastside Explorers?

The purpose of Eastside is to provide homeschooling families in the Northeast Valley with educational, social,
networking and support opportunities within a co-op framework for parents and their children with a Christian
emphasis and worldview.

Q: Who runs Eastside Explorers?

Families are required to volunteer and contribute a reasonable yet minimal amount of their time by planning field trips,
helping to organize events, hosting an event, etc. Eastside Explorers has a Board of Directors made up by volunteer
members who take into consideration the input of all families while making decisions for the group but it is truly the
patticipation of our member families that make Eastside successful.

Q: Is Eastside Explorers a Christian group?

Eastside Explorers is led by a Christian Boatrd of Directors, who follow and share Biblical precepts when planning and
facilitating our group's activities. We do not intend to be divisive in any way, however we do ask that each of our
members reads and signs our Statement of Faith and Honor Code to fully understand the basics of our faith as it
pertains to our function as a Christian homeschooling co-op.

Q: Where does Eastside primarily meet?
Our activities are held in Scottsdale and northeast Phoenix. Field trips are scheduled around the valley and beyond.
Check our member calendar to see when and where our park days and special events are held.

Q: How does Eastside Explorers communicate with their members?
Members can reach each other through the private website forum, private Facebook page or contact each other directly
using contact info. found in the Directory. We ask that each member checks their e-mail regularly.

Q: How often can/should I expect to see other members?

We offer multiple opportunities throughout each week to connect with other members. These include, but are not
limited to, optional Class Days, Park Days, field trips, small group events, and other special events. Likewise, members
can reach each other through the private website forum, private Facebook page or contact each other directly using
contact info. found in the Directory.

Q: Do you have a weekly park day?
Our Park days are on Tuesday afternoons in North Phoenix/Scottsdale.

Q: What activities can I expect in Eastside Explorers?
Eastside Explorers is completely volunteer-led and the number of field trips and events is based solely on the planning
of our members. These events are typically offered each year:

d Field trips

* Weekly Park Days

i Holiday Parties (Christmas, Valentine's Day)
* Kick-Off Gathering

* Friendsgiving

i Teen group (co-ed)

i Tween group (co-ed)



* God’s Gitls group

¢ Boys’ Group

* Special Events (vary by year) including Geography Fair, Wax Museum, Market Day, Science Fair
o Mom's/Dad’s Time Out

i Optional Drop-off Classes

Q: Do you have age-specific activities?

Homeschooling is a multi-generational adventure! Most of our activities and events can be attended by all ages, however
we do have a few activities that are age specific. These groups vary by year and the interest of our members in organizing
them.

Q: Do you have a teen group?

We have a growing and thriving teen group, and we believe in investing wholeheartedly in this age group! We offer
special teen-only events for students ages 13+ to connect, build friendships, and make special memories. These
may include special hang outs, field trips, dances, parties, etc. Additionally, all of our activities are open to teens and
we encourage them to participate and be a positive role model to our younger members.

Q: Do you make accommodations for food allergies?

Eastside Explorers is sensitive to the needs and requirements of all of our members. While we do offer food items at
many of our events, we do occasionally ask our members to bring nut-free, peanut-free items if a parent makes a
request because of a severe allergy. We cannot, however, guarantee that exposure or cross contamination won't
happen.

Q: Are there other homeschool groups in the area?
There are many support groups in the Phoenix metropolitan area. Please see our local AZ support group AFHE’s
resource page for more information.

Q: What events does Eastside offer throughout the year?

Eastside usually hosts a Kick-Off, holiday parties, one or more special events (i.e. Geography Fair, Wax Museum,
Science fair, Field Day, Matrket Day), and holiday parties such as Chtistmas/Valentine’s Day. Additionally, we offer a
minimum of one field trip/month, one small group event/month (boys, gitls, tween, teens, moms/dads). We also host
weekly drop-off classes for members who ate interested.

MEMBERSHIP:

Q: What does my membership fee cover? Are there any additional fees throughout the year?

We are a 501¢3 non-profit organization, registered with the Arizona Corporation Commission. The membership
enrollment fee covers:

1. Yearly and monthly website fees,

2. Aninsurance policy required by the state of Arizona for all non-profit corporations,

3. Additional administrative costs associated with running a non-profit organization.

. Nominal fees (with group discounts) are charged throughout the year for some events and field trips to cover
the entry fee and/or facility rentals. You may purchase a copy of our yearbook for an additional fee. Our park
days have no additional fees associated with them, unless you sign up to participate in an event which is held in
conjunction with park day.

. We seek only to cover our costs associated with our offerings and research every avenue for keeping the fees as
minimal as possible. You are welcome to share resources with which you have had a positive experience as well.

. Occasionally a fundraiser may be initiated to benefit seasonal parties, provide member scholarships, keep our
yearbook costs to a minimum and/or provide items needed for setvice projects.

. While Eastside covers most of the PayPal fees that we are charged for each transaction, occasionally the Board
may vote to add a petiodic fee when our resources get below our recommended bank account amount. You
may be assured that the Board of Directors has a double-accountability system in place to ensure that the
monies you spend are allotted with the utmost care and responsibility.

Q: Are there membership requirements?
Yes, each family is required to select only one area to serve throughout the year. A member may choose to join the Field
Trip Team (and plan one field trip for the entire yeat), or join the Social Events Team (and help at one event per year
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such as our Christmas party or Geography Fair) or join a Small Group Team (and help plan an event for that age group)
— there are many possibilities based on what interests you and your children. These volunteer opportunities ate listed
on our Membership Application.

We value our members’ time, therefore these volunteer opportunities are very minimal. In compatison to other co-ops
where you must volunteer hours each week, we just ask for a handful of hours over the course of the entire year!
Because we feel this volunteer requirement is not only fair but light, we reserve the right to “park” any members who do
not fulfill their volunteer commitment.

Q: Who do I talk to if I have an issue with another family, child, etc.?

We ask that all of our members adhere to our Code of Conduct and treat each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.
However we do know that, at times, there may be conflict between families. We ask that you first come peacefully to this
another member to try and resolve the issues between you and handle the manner with a Biblical approach. If there is
no resolution, please fill out an Incident Report listed on our website so leadership can help mediate.

ABOUT FIELD TRIPS AND EVENTS:

Q: How many field trips per month does Eastside offer?
Since our field trips are all planned by our members, they vary by location and frequency each month. We try to offer at
least 2 field trips per month that appeal to a variety of age groups.

Q. How do I sign up for a field trip?
Once logged-in to our member site, click on Calendar then on the field trip you would like to attend. Follow the
instructions on the bottom of the pop-up screen to sign up.

Q: How do I pay for a field trip?

After signing up, you will be prompted to pay immediately via PayPal, credit or debit. Registration for field trips is
complete once payment is made. Unpaid registrations (not paid within 24 hours of signing up) will be automatically
deleted without the requirement of providing advanced notice to the individual member family.

Q: If I can’t attend a field trip can I get a refund?

Field trip fees are non-refundable. If a member family is unable to participate in a field trip for which they have already
paid, they are welcome to gift their openings to another Eastside family or sell them privately by advertising them on our
website forum and/or ptivate Facebook page.

Q: Can an extended family member bring my kids on a field trip or to an event?

Because of the size of our group and the necessity of keeping field trip spots open to as many members as possible,
extended family members may be signed up to attend field trips with the member family within 24 hours of the field trip
sign-up deadline if openings exist at that time UNLESS you need one family member to help you with your children. As
our organization is unable to be aware of and monitor every guest at every field trip, each member family bears the
responsibility of ensuring that their guest(s) pose no real or perceived safety risks to others. Neither non-member teens
nor adults may accompany children in place of the member parent(s) on field trips unless approval from the field trip
coordinator. No student should be left alone on any field trip with less than two adults present (unless one adult is the
student s parent or guardian). Parents are responsible for their children at all times at both public and private venues, as
Eastside offers no drop-off field trips.

Q: How do I plan a field trip?

Planning a field trip is super easy and a great way to fulfill your short-term volunteer commitment to Eastside. We offer
a step-by-step outline for everything you need to ask the venue. Please check our Resource page on our website to find
your Event Planning Form. You simply complete the info with the venue, and send the info. to the Field Trip Team
Leader to add to the calendar. Arrange payment with our Treasurer and the day of the field trip you show up, check off
names and take a group photo!

ABOUT DONATIONS:

Q: Is my membership fee or payment for classes/field trips tax-deductible or reimbursable ESA?
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Although Eastside does not offer tax-deductible receipts for any payment that is made in exchange for a setvice or a
product, feel free to check with your accountant. Some field trips and most classes can be reimbursed by ESA.

Q: Can I receive a tax-write-off if I donate to Eastside Explorers?

Yes! Asa 501(c)(3) public charity, Eastside Explorers gladly accepts donations in three forms: Monetary, Property/real
estate, or Assets of any kind. Contributions for which tax-deductible receipts are issued are fully under the control of
Eastside and are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law. No goods or services can be received in connection
with these contributions.

Q: What is done with my donation?
Eastside graciously uses contributions for homeschooling support services, events, operating expenses, and scholarships
to families who would not typically be able to join Eastside Explorers or participate in field trips or classes.

ABOUT CLASS DAYS

Q: Why does Eastside offer classes?

Eastside has always kept the interest of our members at heart and, after member feedback and careful prayer, we feel
Eastside can serve our homeschool community by providing an enriching experience. These classes are taught by
qualified tutors and offer optional classes in a small group setting while providing an exciting educational and social
experience.

Q: What classes are offered this year?
Classes, days and times will vary each year. Please check our current class schedule on our ‘Class Days’ page.

Q: Since Eastside will offer classes, is it considered a school?

No, Eastside is not a private, charter, or public school. The IRS recognizes Eastside

Explorers as a non-profit, community service organization. Due to our non-profit status, Eastside can never become a
school. The fees you pay for the tutors are paid directly to the tutors and do not go through Eastside. These tutors are
independent contractors; we just provide the meeting space and the connection between the students and the teachers.

Q: Do I need to stay the entire time my child is in a class?

Parents are not required to stay for the classes. Eastside will have a member on site during class time and has performed
background checks on all teachers in charge of students. There will also not be supervision for students not enrolled in
a class but on campus. It is the parent's responsibility to ensure the supetvision of his/her child.

Q: How do I drop-off my child?

If atriving at the start of classes, please walk your child to the front doot and sign him/her in for the day. No child may
be dropped off in the parking lot. Itis the patent's responsibility to ensute that his/her child enters the building. We ask
that all parents and students do their absolute best to make it to class on time each week. This will greatly help to reduce
distractions and disruptions. Excessive tardies may result in termination from classes. Likewise, for safety reasons, we
keep all doors locked at all times. If your child is late, you will need to text the Class Day Director for the doors to be
opened for you.

Q: How do I pick up my child?

Please be prompt when picking up your child/ren. Parents may pick up their child(ten) outside of the entrance doot.
Doors may not be opened while classes are in session so, if you atrive eatly, please wait patiently until a teacher opens
the door for you. All students must be signed out of classes for the day. No student may wait in the front of the
building or in the street for his or her parent. Please also be respectful of the ongoing classes by not entering the
building unless necessary and with permission (via phone) from the teacher or Director.

Q: How can we register for classes?
Only members may view and register for classes. You may do so directly from our CLASS DAYS page located under
your membership account. An Admin/Facility Fee (per family), per semester will be due to cover our operating costs.

Q: How do I pay for the classes?
Visit our CLASS DAYS page, register for classes and pay for classes by: 1.) Logging on to the EE member site 2.) Using
the link at the upper right of the page title Balance” 3.) Following the steps to pay for the class by teacher.



Each class requires a minimum of the Supply Fee + 1st month's tuition at the time of registration to secure your child's
spot. Additionally, you may select to pay the entire semester at once by selecting the remaining monthly payment
checkboxes. Your Class Day Admin fee will be invoiced to your account separately and will also be required before
classes begin.

Q: What does each class cost and are there any additional fees?

Each class semester fee varies by class and length of class however all are very reasonable priced for the quality of small
group instruction. Each family enrolled in one or more classes will also be required to pay an additional Class Day
Admin/Facility fee per semestet.

Class tuition ranges from $45-65/month per engaging classes taught by expetienced teachers. Each class has a supply
fee to cover teacher-purchased materials.

Q: What qualifies as a semester?
There are two semesters in each academic calendar year. First (I1st) semester runs from Sept. - Dec. and Second (2nd)
semester runs from Jan. - April. A full academic calendar is listed at the bottom of our Class Days page.

Q: Do we have to be a member of Eastside Explorers for my child to take a class?
Yes. EE members will receive eatly-registration and all the year-long perks of being in Eastside such as discounted field
trips, parties, active forum, and amazing fellowship.

Q: What if I need to drop out of a class after we’ve joined?

Once you enroll your child in a class, you are contractually obligated to pay for the entire semester of that class whether
or not your child continues to attend the class. Our teachers work as Independent Contractors and pre-plan, pre-
purchase many items based on the number of students enrolled in the beginning of the semester. Special circumstances
may be privately addressed with the teacher. When the semester is complete, you are not required to enroll in the
Second Semester. Under EE’s Member requirements, members must also fulfill payments on time.

Q: Do I have to pay if my child misses a class or is sick?

We have a consetvative and firm Sick Policy in place. Yout child will be sent home if he/she displays any signs of illness
or complains of illness. Tuition is based on each semester and no refunds are given, however, a teacher or director will
happily drop-off or email any missed work your child may miss.

Q: Can we add a class after it has already begun?
Yes, you can add classes once the academic year has begun if there is still room in the class, at the approval of the
teacher of that particular class.

Q: Do we have to pay by semester?

You may choose to pay for each class by the month or full semester. However, the Facility Fee, Supply Fee, and a
minimum of the first month's tuition is due at the time of registration. If using ESA, please read below on payment
policies and visit our Class Days page to view the complete ESA instructions.

Q: Will we receive statements?

No, you will not receive statements (emailed or mailed). You are responsible for payment online by selecting either the
monthly or full semester option. If choosing the monthly payment option, please set a reminder to pay on the 15t of
each month to avoid any late fees.

Q: Are there any late fees?
Monthly tuition is due on the 1st of each new month. Any late payments will be assessed a $20 late fee per class for
payments paid on or after the 5%.

Q: Are these classes a full curriculum? Will there be graded work?

Although we are not a school, students in middle and high school are expected to complete all assigned work throughout
the week. Teachers will be providing feedback, cither orally, written or in grade format. Itis most beneficial for
students to keep up with the assignments to ensute thete are no gaps in learning and he/she may contribute in class the
following week. Parents are expected to oversee students’ work throughout the week and will be responsible, as
homeschool parents, for assigning any final grades.



Q: Does Eastside require any specific classes?
Parents and students are free to choose whatever classes they feel best compliment their homeschool endeavor. You
may choose one class or five.

Q: I am interested in teaching a class. Is this possible?
Yes! Please contact our President with your class idea and, after Board approval, we can coordinate adding your class.

Q: Are there any classes for high school students available?
Yes, we offer a great selection of High School credit classes. Please check our current class schedule for this semestet’s
offerings.

Q: Does Eastside provide transcripts or send report cards?

No, Eastside is not a school; therefore, we do not provide transcripts. As home educators, each parent is responsible for
creating his/her child s transcript and assigning a final grade. Most high school teachers offer mid-term and final grade
suggestions.

Q: Can I use ESA for the classes?
Most teachers accept ESA payments. It is the parent’s responsibility to determine eligibility.



