
2023-2024 SurpriseÊScholéÊAcademyÊ 
ClassicalÊCommunity 
ThisÊhandbookÊcontainsÊtheÊguidelinesÊtoÊhelpÊourÊ
communityÊthrive.ÊItÊwillÊanswerÊtheÊmostÊcommonÊ
questionsÊandÊbeÊaÊhelpfulÊresourceÊthroughoutÊtheÊ
year.ÊKeepÊitÊhandyÊandÊreferÊtoÊitÊoften! 

SURPRISEÊSCHOLÉÊ 

Mission:  

ToÊcomeÊalongsideÊlocalÊhomeschoolingÊfamiliesÊasÊtheyÊ
raiseÊupÊchildrenÊwhoÊpassionatelyÊseekÊvirtueÊandÊwisdom.Ê
OurÊdesireÊisÊtoÊrenewÊtheÊclassicalÊmethodsÊinÊaÊrestfulÊwayÊ
fromÊaÊbiblicalÊworldview.ÊThroughÊweeklyÊmeetings,Êfami-
liesÊwillÊdelightÊinÊfellowship,Êaccountability,ÊandÊanÊenvi-
ronmentÊwhichÊcultivatesÊvirtueÊandÊproducesÊenjoyableÊ

andÊpermanentÊlearning.Ê 

VISION:  

OurÊvisionÊisÊtoÊempowerÊparentsÊwithÊaÊviableÊoptionÊtoÊ
reclaimÊtheirÊchildren’sÊheartsÊandÊmindsÊthroughoutÊtheirÊ

grammar,ÊdialecticÊandÊrhetoricÊyears.Ê 

 

WE ARE A HOMESCHOOL CO-OP 

WeÊareÊaÊChristianÊhomeschoolÊco-opÊwhichÊmeetsÊoneÊfullÊ
dayÊperÊweekÊforÊthirtyÊweeks.ÊWeÊofferÊclassesÊforÊgram-

mar,ÊdialecticÊ&ÊrhetoricÊagedÊstudentsÊ(K-12). 

 

 

This is what the 
LORD says: “Stand 

at the crossroads 
and look; ask for 
the ancient paths, 

ask where the good 
way is, and walk in 
it, and you will find 

rest for your 
souls.”  

Jeremiah 6:16 



 

 AsÊcontent,ÊaÊclassicalÊcurriculumÊcanÊbeÊsummarizedÊasÊtheÊstudyÊofÊtruth,Ê
goodness,ÊandÊbeautyÊ(theÊproverbialÊ“transcendentalÊideals”ÊfirstÊcitedÊbyÊ
Plato).ÊAtÊtheÊhighestÊlevel,ÊourÊcurriculumÊshouldÊthereforeÊpresentÊtheÊ
wisdomÊofÊtheÊages,ÊtheÊbestÊthatÊhasÊbeenÊthoughtÊandÊsaid,ÊtheÊ“GreatÊ
Conversation”ÊtoÊourÊstudentsÊforÊstudyÊandÊcontemplation.ÊThisÊcontentÊ
andÊtheseÊidealsÊareÊpresentedÊoverÊtimeÊinÊtheÊcontextÊofÊaÊcommunity,Ê
modeledÊbyÊlovingÊteachersÊandÊcontemplatedÊbyÊstudents. 

 TheÊcurriculumÊofÊtheÊclassicalÊtraditionÊhasÊalsoÊbeenÊcommonlyÊsumma-
rizedÊasÊtheÊtriviumÊandÊquadriviumÊarts.ÊTheÊtriviumÊartsÊareÊtheÊverbalÊorÊ
linguisticÊartsÊthatÊenableÊtheÊmasteryÊofÊlanguage,Êthought,Êwriting,ÊandÊ
speech.ÊTheyÊareÊgrammar,Êlogic,ÊandÊrhetoricÊandÊareÊcalledÊ
the trivium becauseÊtheyÊareÊtheÊ“threefoldÊway”ÊofÊmasteringÊlanguage.Ê
TheÊquadriviumÊartsÊareÊtheÊmathematicalÊorÊscientificÊartsÊthatÊenableÊtheÊ
masteryÊofÊnumber,Êextension,Êmagnitude,ÊandÊmotion.ÊTheÊquadriviumÊ
artsÊareÊarithmetic,Êgeometry,Êmusic,ÊandÊastronomyÊ(asÊbodiesÊinÊmotion,Ê
astronomyÊalsoÊcorrespondsÊtoÊmodernÊphysics).ÊTogetherÊtheÊtriviumÊandÊ
quadriviumÊartsÊareÊcalledÊtheÊsevenÊliberalÊartsÊ(or septem artes liber-
ales inÊLatin). 

 YouÊwillÊnoteÊthatÊweÊhaveÊnamedÊtheÊlevelsÊofÊSurpriseÊScholéÊAcademyÊ
afterÊtheÊtriviumÊartsÊ(grammar,Êlogic,ÊandÊrhetoric).ÊDorothyÊSayers,ÊinÊherÊ
essayÊ“TheÊLostÊToolsÊofÊLearning,”ÊsuggestedÊthatÊtheseÊdesignationsÊ
(grammar,Êlogic,Êrhetoric)ÊcouldÊalsoÊbeÊusedÊtoÊdesignateÊstagesÊofÊlearn-
ing:ÊyoungerÊstudentsÊareÊwell-suitedÊtoÊstudyÊgrammar,ÊearlyÊadolescentsÊ
toÊstudyÊlogic,ÊandÊolderÊstudentsÊtoÊstudyÊrhetoric.ÊWeÊhaveÊmadeÊuseÊofÊ
thisÊconventionÊ(asÊhaveÊnumerousÊclassicalÊschools),ÊbutÊholdÊthemÊlightly,Ê
asÊweÊdoÊnotÊwishÊtoÊimplyÊthatÊtheÊquadriviumÊsubjectsÊareÊofÊlesserÊim-
portance,ÊasÊtheyÊareÊnot. 

 

WE ARE CLASSICAL:Ê 

WE ARE VIRTUE FOCUSED 
VirtueÊisÊnotÊeasilyÊtaught,ÊinsteadÊitÊmustÊbeÊmodeledÊandÊculti-
vated.Ê 

AtÊSurpriseÊScholéÊAcademyÊweÊseekÊtoÊcultivateÊstudentÊvirtueÊ
throughÊliturgicalÊlearning.ÊLiturgicalÊlearningÊisÊtheÊuseÊofÊhabit-
ualÊpatternsÊaimedÊatÊshapingÊtheÊstudent.Ê 

ItÊisÊveryÊimportantÊthatÊstudentsÊbeginÊtoÊhungerÊforÊtheseÊvir-
tuesÊthemselves,ÊandÊcryÊoutÊtoÊGodÊforÊthem.ÊThisÊseemsÊtoÊbeÊ
theÊpointÊofÊProverbsÊ2,ÊifÊaÊstudentÊwon’tÊcryÊaloudÊforÊwisdomÊ
andÊseekÊitÊasÊaÊhiddenÊtreasure,ÊheÊwon’tÊeverÊgainÊit.Ê 

ThereforeÊ(amongÊotherÊthingsÊweÊdo),ÊweÊmustÊexhortÊourÊstu-
dentsÊtoÊaskÊGodÊforÊvirtueÊandÊwisdom,ÊaÊprayerÊHeÊdelightsÊtoÊ
answerÊ(JamesÊ1).ÊSomeÊofÊtheseÊvirtuesÊincludeÊlove,Êhumility,Ê
patience,Êconstancy,Êcourage,ÊandÊperseverance. 

WE ARE RESTFUL 

ScholéÊGroupsÊareÊunit-
edÊbyÊtheirÊpursuitÊofÊ
restfulnessÊinÊlearning,Ê
or scholé.ÊTheÊ
word scholé (skoh-LAY)Ê
comesÊfromÊaÊGreekÊ
wordÊthatÊmeansÊ“restfulÊ
learning,”ÊwithÊtheÊcon-
notationÊofÊcontempla-
tion,Êconversation,ÊandÊ
reflection.ÊSurpriseÊ
ScholéÊAcademyÊseeksÊ
deepÊengagementÊthatÊ
resultsÊinÊenjoyable,Êper-
manentÊlearningÊthatÊisÊ
freeÊfromÊanxiety.ÊTheÊ
conceptÊofÊscholéÊcutsÊ
acrossÊtheÊgrainÊofÊmod-
ernÊeducationÊandÊthere-
foreÊtakesÊaÊprincipledÊ
commitmentÊtoÊtheÊidealÊ
inÊorderÊtoÊbeÊimple-
mentedÊandÊrealized. 
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WE ARE COOPERATIVE 
SurpriseÊScholéÊAcademyÊisÊtrulyÊaÊcooperativeÊ
group.ÊWeÊoperateÊunderÊaÊvolunteerÊgoverningÊ
board.ÊTheÊleadershipÊrolesÊareÊclearlyÊdefinedÊandÊ
allÊleadersÊworkÊtogetherÊwithÊequalÊvoiceÊandÊac-
countability.ÊAÊleaderÊshouldÊbeÊaÊpersonÊofÊcharac-
terÊandÊcompetenceÊwhoÊinfluencesÊtheÊcommunityÊ
toÊachieveÊaÊGod-givenÊcallingÊthroughÊtheÊpowerÊ
ofÊChrist.ÊSurpriseÊScholéÊAcademyÊleadersÊwillÊ
pursueÊthatÊgoalÊprayerfullyÊandÊfaithfully. 

BecauseÊweÊareÊcooperative,ÊweÊrequireÊthatÊaÊpar-
entÊorÊotherÊguardianÊremainÊonÊcampusÊforÊtheÊ
fullÊdayÊ(half-dayÊattendanceÊisÊnotÊpermitted)ÊandÊ
faithfullyÊserveÊinÊaÊspecificÊrole(s).ÊEachÊfamilyÊisÊ
requiredÊtoÊparticipateÊinÊtheÊServiceÊCreditÊSys-
tem,ÊensuringÊthatÊthereÊisÊsharedÊresponsiblyÊandÊ
balanceÊinÊtheÊco-op.ÊAtÊSSA,ÊallÊfamiliesÊpartici-
pateÊinÊAcademicÊMentoring.ÊForÊmoreÊinfor-
mationÊonÊtheÊServiceÊCreditÊSystemÊpleaseÊseeÊtheÊ
SSAÊwebsite. 

Supervision 
of Students 

At SSA:  

Þ ParentsÊareÊ
responsibleÊ
forÊtheirÊÊ
children.Ê 

Þ PleaseÊÊÊÊÊ
monitorÊyourÊ
child'sÊ
whereabouts,Ê
behavior,ÊandÊ
participationÊ
atÊallÊtimes.ÊÊÊÊÊ 

Þ ParentÊÊÊÊÊ
helpersÊwillÊ
monitorÊtheirÊ
classes’ÊÊÊÊÊ
studentsÊÊ
duringÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
restroomÊ
breaks.Ê 
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What is a Scholé  
Group? 

ScholéÊGroupsÊareÊ
homeschoolingÊco-opsÊ
thatÊemployÊtheÊcontentÊ
ofÊaÊclassicalÊcurriculumÊ
andÊpursueÊrestfulnessÊ
(ScholéÊ)ÊinÊlearning.Ê
TheÊScholéÊÊGroupsÊ
NetworkÊoffersÊeachÊ
ScholéÊGroupÊaÊwealthÊ
ofÊresourcesÊandÊbene-
fitsÊtoÊhelpÊthemÊpursueÊ

theseÊideas. 



Caption describing picture or graphic 

 Parents on Campus  

ParentsÊmustÊremainÊonÊ
campusÊatÊallÊtimes.ÊAÊ
noteÊassigningÊresponsi-
bilityÊforÊyourÊchild(ren)Ê
toÊanotherÊparentÊwillÊbeÊ
neededÊinÊorderÊforÊyouÊ
toÊleaveÊcampusÊbriefly,Ê
inÊcaseÊofÊemergencyÊ
only.ÊPleaseÊhonorÊthatÊ
ourÊAcademicÊMentorsÊ
workÊhardÊtoÊequipÊpar-
ents,ÊandÊparentsÊareÊ

expectedÊtoÊbeÊanÊexam-
pleÊtoÊtheirÊstudents.Ê

SurpriseÊScholéÊAcade-
myÊisÊnotÊaÊdropÊoffÊpro-

gram.Ê 

 

 

 

Parents in the Class-
room  

AcademicÊMentorsÊmustÊ
haveÊaÊminimumÊofÊoneÊ
parentÊhelperÊwithÊthemÊ
atÊallÊtimes.ÊThisÊisÊforÊ
theÊprotectionÊofÊourÊ
mentorsÊandÊstudents.Ê
ParentsÊareÊrequiredÊtoÊ
activelyÊparticipateÊinÊ
theÊclassroom.ÊWeÊallÊ

loveÊtoÊconnectÊwithÊourÊ
community,ÊbutÊpleaseÊ
honorÊandÊrespectÊtheÊ
AcademicÊMentorÊandÊ
theÊstudentsÊandÊsaveÊ

conversationÊandÊfellow-
shipÊforÊtimesÊwhenÊ
classÊisÊnotÊinÊsession.Ê 

One Body, Many Gifts 

· ParentsÊremainÊtheÊprimaryÊeducatorsÊofÊtheirÊchildren. 

· ÊParentsÊmustÊremainÊonÊcampusÊandÊwithÊtheirÊchildrenÊforÊ
theÊfullÊday,Êhalf-daysÊareÊnotÊpermitted. 

· ÊBecauseÊweÊareÊaÊvolunteer-basedÊcooperativeÊhomeschoolÊ
group,ÊweÊrequireÊallÊparentsÊtoÊfaithfullyÊteachÊandÊserveÊinÊ
someÊcapacity.ÊFamiliesÊareÊrequiredÊtoÊmeetÊtheÊminimumÊ
serviceÊcreditÊhoursÊasÊoutlinedÊinÊtheÊserviceÊcreditÊsystemÊ
descriptionÊ(seeÊappendix). 

· ParentsÊshouldÊreadÊandÊbeÊfamiliarÊwithÊtheÊSurpriseÊ
ScholéÊAcademyÊhandbook. 

· ParentsÊmustÊcommunicateÊwellÊwithÊtheirÊAcademicÊMen-
torsÊandÊleadershipÊteam.ÊThisÊincludesÊdiscussingÊexpecta-
tions,ÊspecialÊneeds,ÊwhenÊstudentsÊwillÊbeÊabsent,ÊandÊques-
tionsÊregardingÊassignments. 

· ÊParentsÊshouldÊinspireÊandÊencourageÊtheirÊstudentsÊinÊ
theirÊworkÊandÊinÊtheirÊcharacterÊdevelopmentÊ(virtueÊfor-
mation) 

  

Surprise Scholé Academy is a parent-
run organization. We believe that all 
homeschool parents have been 
equipped by Christ for the good work 
of homeschooling and because of this 
each parent is also equipped to        
provide Academic Mentorship within  
Surprise Scholé Academy. All parents 
serve as Academic Mentors in the 
community which allows Surprise 
Scholé Academy to operate at a lower 
cost than other co-ops. 

 

WHAT IS THE ROLE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
PARENT?Ê 
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· StudentsÊareÊexpectedÊtoÊbeÊobedientÊandÊrespectfulÊtoÊhisÊorÊherÊ
AcademicÊMentors. 

· StudentsÊareÊexpectedÊtoÊinteractÊwithÊfellowÊstudentsÊwithÊkind-
nessÊandÊrespect. 

· StudentsÊareÊnotÊpermittedÊtoÊrunÊinÊtheÊchurchÊbuilding. 

· StudentsÊshouldÊspeakÊwithÊreverenceÊ(quietÊvoices)ÊwhileÊinÊtheÊ
churchÊbuilding. 

· StudentsÊshouldÊarriveÊonÊtime,ÊinÊdressÊcode,ÊandÊreadyÊtoÊfullyÊ
participate. 

· ÊStudentsÊareÊexpectedÊtoÊcleanÊupÊafterÊthemselves. 

  

· AcademicÊMentorsÊwillÊseekÊtoÊcreateÊanÊatmosphereÊofÊrestfulÊ
learningÊbyÊmodelingÊpeace,Êtranquility,ÊandÊloveÊofÊtheÊsubject. 

· ClassÊtimeÊwillÊbeÊunrushedÊwithÊmeaningfulÊandÊdeepÊengagementÊ
ofÊfewerÊbooksÊandÊconceptsÊ(comparativelyÊspeaking),ÊsoÊthatÊ
learningÊbecomesÊmemorable,Êenjoyable,ÊandÊpermanent. 

· AcademicÊMentorsÊareÊstudentsÊofÊtheÊBible,ÊtheÊclassicalÊcourseÊofÊ
study,ÊandÊrestfulÊlearning.ÊAsÊstudentsÊthemselves,ÊAcademicÊMen-
torsÊwillÊengageÊinÊongoingÊeducationÊinÊtheseÊareas. 

· AcademicÊMentorsÊwillÊtreatÊallÊparentsÊandÊstudentsÊwithÊdignity,Ê
kindnessÊandÊrespect. 

· AcademicÊMentorsÊwillÊcommunicateÊwellÊwithÊparents.ÊThisÊin-
cludesÊcommunicatingÊexpectations,Êassignments,ÊandÊgeneralÊclassÊ
information. 

· AcademicÊMentorsÊwillÊbeÊdependableÊÊbyÊpreparingÊforÊeachÊclass,Ê
submittingÊblockÊlessonÊplansÊaheadÊofÊeachÊacademicÊblock,ÊandÊ
faithfullyÊattendingÊcommunityÊdays.ÊAcademicÊMentorÊabsencesÊ
areÊaÊlossÊforÊstudentsÊandÊtheÊcommunity.Ê(ExcessiveÊabsencesÊ(<5Ê
perÊyear)ÊmayÊresultÊinÊremovalÊfromÊtheÊcommunity.) 

 

  

WHAT IS THE ROLE AND                              
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENT?Ê 

WHAT IS THE ROLE AND  

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ACADEMIC MENTOR?Ê 
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ETIQUETTE  

Þ ARRIVE on-
time, every 
time.  

Þ SUPERVISE 
your children 
AT ALL TIMES  

Þ RESERVE cell 
phone use for 
emergencies 
only  

Þ PARTICIPATE 
in community 
and class activ-
ities  

Þ HELP with 
clean-up  

Þ LEND a hand to 
your mentor 

Þ HONOR God in 
words and 
deeds  

Þ RESPECT the 
church 
grounds and 
property. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DISPUTE  RESOLUTION  

ItÊisÊaÊblessingÊtoÊbeÊableÊtoÊuseÊthisÊfacility.ÊInÊor-
derÊtoÊbeÊgoodÊstewardsÊweÊneedÊtoÊtreatÊtheÊ
churchÊwithÊreverence.Ê 

This includes not running or yelling inside, 
picking up after ourselves, and generally 
leaving the church cleaner than we find it 
each week. 

PleaseÊupholdÊtheÊMatthewÊ18Ê
principleÊforÊresolvingÊallÊconflict.Ê
“IfÊyourÊbrotherÊsinsÊagainstÊyou,Ê
goÊandÊtellÊhimÊhisÊfaults,ÊbetweenÊ
youÊandÊhimÊalone.ÊIfÊheÊlistensÊtoÊ
you,ÊyouÊhaveÊgainedÊyourÊbroth-
er.ÊButÊifÊheÊdoesÊnotÊlisten,ÊtakeÊ
oneÊorÊtwoÊothersÊalongÊwithÊyou,Ê
thatÊeveryÊchargeÊmayÊbeÊestab-
lishedÊbyÊtheÊevidenceÊofÊtwoÊorÊ
threeÊwitnesses.”Ê 

IfÊthereÊisÊaÊconflict,ÊfirstÊbringÊtheÊ
issueÊdirectlyÊtoÊtheÊotherÊperson.Ê
IfÊtheÊissueÊremainsÊunresolved,Ê
thenÊbringÊaÊSurpriseÊScholéÊ
AcademyÊleaderÊintoÊtheÊconver-
sation.ÊIfÊtheÊissueÊstillÊremainsÊ
unresolved,ÊweÊwillÊseekÊtheÊassis-
tanceÊofÊourÊhostÊchurch. 

ItÊisÊimportantÊtoÊrememberÊthatÊ
weÊareÊallÊsinners,ÊandÊasÊaÊresultÊ
thereÊwillÊbeÊtimesÊofÊconflictÊandÊ
unintentionalÊhurtÊfeelings.ÊAsÊ
scriptureÊteaches,ÊitÊisÊimportantÊ
toÊbelieveÊandÊspeakÊtheÊbestÊofÊ
eachÊpersonÊinvolved,ÊtoÊspeakÊ
graciouslyÊandÊlistenÊwell. 

DISCIPLINE POLICY 

THE CHURCH FACILITY:Ê 

ItÊisÊexpectedÊthatÊeachÊstudentÊwillÊconductÊhimself/herselfÊinÊaÊman-
nerÊthatÊbringsÊgloryÊandÊhonorÊtoÊChrist.ÊThisÊincludes,ÊbutÊisÊnotÊlim-
itedÊto,ÊhonoringÊauthority,ÊshowingÊpreferenceÊforÊothers,ÊrespectingÊ
theÊchurchÊfacility,ÊparticipatingÊappropriatelyÊinÊclass,ÊandÊcompletingÊ
allÊworkÊtoÊtheÊbestÊofÊhis/herÊability. 

TheÊBibleÊtellsÊusÊthatÊGodÊdisciplinesÊthoseÊthatÊheÊlovesÊsoÊthatÊHeÊ
mightÊdrawÊthemÊbackÊintoÊfellowshipÊwithÊHimself.ÊHeÊalsoÊinstitutesÊ
authorityÊonÊearthÊtoÊgovernÊHisÊpeople.ÊInÊtheÊeventÊthatÊaÊbehavioralÊ
problemÊarisesÊtheÊAcademicÊMentorÊwillÊworkÊcloselyÊwithÊtheÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
parent(s)ÊtoÊreconcileÊtheÊsituation.ÊItÊisÊourÊgoalÊforÊeachÊstudentÊtoÊ
learnÊself-controlÊandÊobedienceÊoutÊofÊaÊdesireÊtoÊpleaseÊtheÊLord.   6 



OurÊdressÊcodeÊisÊaÊnavyÊcollaredÊpoloÊshirtÊandÊkhakiÊpantsÊor shortsÊ
forÊboysÊandÊkhakiÊpants,Êskirt,ÊnavyÊorÊkhakiÊuniformÊdressÊwithÊaÊna-
vyÊblueÊpoloÊforÊgirls.ÊClosed-toeÊshoesÊareÊrequired.Ê 

LeggingsÊorÊtightsÊwornÊwithÊskirtsÊmustÊbeÊnavyÊblue.ÊSweatersÊorÊwell
-fittedÊzip-upÊjacketsÊmustÊbeÊnavyÊblue.ÊHoodiesÊareÊnotÊpermittedÊÊNoÊ
otherÊadditionsÊtoÊtheÊuniformÊareÊpermitted.ÊCoats,Êjackets,Êhats,ÊandÊ
allÊotherÊclothingÊitemsÊshouldÊbeÊleftÊinÊtheÊParishÊHallÊuponÊarrivalÊ
andÊmayÊnotÊbeÊwornÊuntilÊdepartingÊtheÊbuildingÊforÊhomeÊfollowingÊ
communityÊcleanÊup.Ê 

LittleÊLearnersÊareÊnotÊrequiredÊtoÊadhereÊtoÊtheÊdressÊcode,ÊbutÊtheyÊ
mustÊwearÊclosed-toeÊshoesÊatÊanyÊtimeÊtheyÊareÊoutsideÊofÊtheÊLittleÊ
LearnersÊroom.Ê 

WeÊbelieveÊthereÊisÊdirectÊrelationshipÊbetweenÊaÊstudent’sÊappearanceÊ
andÊtheirÊbehavior.ÊUniformsÊhelpÊtoÊcreateÊaÊsenseÊofÊbelonging,ÊlimitÊ
distractions,ÊproduceÊmodesty,ÊhelpÊfacilitateÊaÊhighÊstandardÊforÊourÊ
educationalÊenvironmentÊandÊlastly,ÊuniformsÊhelpÊtoÊcreateÊrestÊbyÊ
knowingÊeachÊweekÊwhatÊtheÊstudentÊisÊgoingÊtoÊwear. 

 

 

1. LOVE: WeÊstriveÊtoÊhonorÊGodÊinÊourÊactionsÊandÊinteractions.ÊWeÊ
areÊpatientÊandÊkindÊtoÊoneÊanother.ÊWeÊloveÊandÊhonorÊandÊrespectÊ
oneÊanother,ÊadultsÊandÊchildrenÊalike.ÊWeÊgiveÊencouragementÊtoÊ
eachÊother.ÊWeÊdoÊnotÊpointÊoutÊtheÊshortcomingsÊofÊothersÊtoÊbuildÊ
ourselvesÊup.ÊWeÊdoÊnotÊspreadÊrumorsÊorÊgossip.ÊWeÊavoidÊcliques,Ê
clubs,ÊorÊgamesÊthatÊexcludeÊothers.ÊWhenÊothersÊoffendÊus,ÊweÊfor-
giveÊthem.ÊWhenÊothersÊareÊsad,ÊweÊcomfortÊthem.ÊWeÊlookÊforÊoppor-
tunitiesÊtoÊserveÊothers.Ê 

2. INTEGRITY & RESPONSIBILITY: WeÊtellÊtheÊtruth.ÊWeÊbringÊ
ourÊworkÊtoÊclassÊonÊtime.ÊWeÊcompleteÊourÊworkÊwithÊourÊbestÊeffort.Ê
WeÊwillÊnotÊmakeÊexcusesÊforÊourÊactions,ÊbutÊinsteadÊadmitÊwhenÊweÊ
areÊwrong.ÊIfÊweÊmakeÊaÊmess,ÊweÊcleanÊitÊup.Ê 

3. AUTHORITY & RESPECT:  

WeÊcheerfullyÊandÊpromptlyÊobeyÊtheÊauthorityÊunderÊwhichÊweÊareÊ
placed.ÊWeÊarriveÊforÊclassÊonÊtimeÊandÊpreparedÊtoÊteach/learn.Ê
WhenÊweÊhaveÊworkÊtoÊdo,ÊweÊdoÊitÊwithoutÊcomplaining.ÊWeÊmayÊ
appealÊrespectfullyÊandÊcourteously.ÊWeÊdoÊnotÊargueÊorÊnegotiate.Ê
WeÊdoÊnotÊdisrespectÊtheÊclassroomÊorÊAcademicÊMentorÊbyÊinter-
rupting.Ê 

DRESSÊCODE 

CODE OF CONDUCT 
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Caption describing picture or graphic 

PEACE 

IfÊaÊstudentÊisÊÊÊÊÊÊ
disruptive:Ê 

1. StudentÊisÊaskedÊ
toÊstopÊtheÊbe-
haviorÊbyÊtheÊ
parentÊhelperÊorÊ
AcademicÊMen-
tor.Ê 

2. StudentÊisÊre-
seatedÊnextÊtoÊ
parentÊhelperÊinÊ
theÊclassroom. 

3. ÊStudentÊisÊsentÊ
byÊtheÊAcademicÊ
MentorÊÊwithÊ
theÊparentÊhelp-
erÊtoÊsitÊwithÊ
his/herÊparent. 

4. ÊAfterÊclass,ÊtheÊ
AcademicÊMen-
tor,ÊBoardÊ
Member,ÊparentÊ
andÊstudentÊwillÊ
discussÊoptionsÊ
toÊcorrectÊtheÊ
behavior.Ê 

 

 

 

 

  

Best Left at Home 

*Please see the Sick Policy in the Members Area of the SSA 
website.  

ByÊhelpingÊtoÊobserveÊgoodÊhealthÊstandards,ÊyouÊwillÊbeÊpro-
tectingÊyourÊchild,ÊyourselfÊandÊothersÊinÊSurpriseÊScholéÊAcade-
my.ÊPleaseÊinformÊaÊBoardÊMemberÊifÊyourÊchildÊhasÊanÊinfec-
tiousÊdiseaseÊandÊotherÊchildrenÊÊmayÊhaveÊbeenÊexposed,ÊsoÊ
thatÊweÊmayÊconfidentiallyÊandÊdiscreetlyÊnotifyÊfamiliesÊofÊpos-
sibleÊexposure.ÊAlsoÊrememberÊthatÊthereÊareÊnoÊfacilitiesÊtoÊ
containÊsickÊchildren.ÊIfÊyourÊchildÊshouldÊbecomeÊillÊwhileÊpar-
ticipatingÊinÊSurpriseÊScholéÊAcademyÊCommunityÊday,ÊyourÊ
promptÊattentionÊisÊappreciated. 

Students must leave all* 
personal  items not re-
quired for class at home 
or in the car.  

This includes, but is not 
limited to:  

· Wheels,ÊtoÊincludeÊwheelieÊ
shoes,Êscooters,Êhover-
boards,Êskates,Êetc.Ê 

· Weapons,ÊtoÊincludeÊ
knives,ÊpocketÊknives,Ê
guns,ÊninjaÊstars,Êetc.Ê 

· ÊAnimalsÊ(liveÊ&Êstuffed!) 

· Tablets,Êlaptops,Êphones,ÊÊÊ
smartwatches,ÊandÊotherÊ

electronicÊdevicesÊ 

· SportsÊequipmentÊ 

· Toys 

· Pride,ÊEgoÊandÊBadÊAtti-
tudesÊ 

· *StudentsÊMAY bringÊ
boardÊgamesÊtoÊplayÊduringÊ
theÊlunchÊbreak. 

ATTENDANCE 

Illness  

OutÊofÊrespectÊforÊyourÊtime,ÊweÊwillÊmakeÊeveryÊef-
fortÊtoÊkeepÊtoÊourÊpublishedÊcalendar.ÊToÊpreserveÊ
theÊqualityÊofÊourÊprogram,ÊpleaseÊplanÊtoÊarrive no 
later than 8:15a.m.  

ThingsÊcanÊhappenÊthough,ÊsoÊonÊtheÊrareÊoccasionÊ
thatÊyouÊmayÊbeÊlateÊorÊmissÊthatÊday,ÊpleaseÊletÊaÊ
BoardÊMemberÊknowÊasÊsoonÊasÊpossible.   8 



Kitchen: Please plan on bringing a cold sack lunch on community days. There will be no use of church 
supplies for personal use. That includes cups, utensils, etc., disposable or not.  There will be a small supply 
of such with the coffee supplies, available as needed. The microwave is available for use, but please wipe 
down the inside after each use. Oven and stove use are not permitted. We want to promote fellowship 
time, so please minimize time in the kitchen and join the community for lunch.  

EachÊfamilyÊinÊourÊcommunityÊsharesÊtheÊre-
sponsibilitiesÊassociatedÊwithÊgatheringÊasÊaÊ
group.ÊEveryoneÊisÊexpectedÊtoÊcleanÊupÊafterÊ
him/herselfÊandÊtoÊparticipateÊinÊtheÊweeklyÊ
endÊofÊtheÊdayÊtasks.ÊItÊisÊaÊprivilegeÊthatÊweÊ
haveÊthisÊfacilityÊavailableÊforÊusÊtoÊuseÊandÊ
weÊmustÊtreatÊitÊwithÊtheÊutmostÊrespectÊandÊ
reverence.Ê 

FellowshippingÊtogetherÊstrengthensÊourÊcommunityÊ
andÊisÊanÊintegralÊpartÊofÊourÊtimeÊtogetherÊeachÊ
week.ÊLunchtimeÊisÊaÊwonderfulÊtimeÊofÊfellowshipÊ
forÊparentsÊandÊkidsÊalike.ÊPleaseÊpackÊaÊlunchÊforÊ
yourÊfamilyÊandÊparticipateÊinÊusingÊthisÊtimeÊtoÊ
buildÊrelationshipsÊwithÊourÊcommunity.Ê 

ClassesÊwillÊdismissÊforÊlunchÊatÊ11:30am.ÊThereÊisÊ
noÊscheduledÊorÊsupervisedÊrecessÊtime.ÊIfÊyouÊwouldÊ
likeÊyourÊchildÊtoÊhaveÊtimeÊoutsideÊduringÊtheÊlunchÊ
period,ÊyouÊmayÊtakeÊthemÊtoÊplayÊonÊtheÊpatioÊbutÊ
theyÊmustÊremainÊwithÊyouÊandÊmayÊnotÊbeÊoutsideÊ
unattended.ÊPlayingÊinÊtheÊrockÊgardensÊorÊland-
scapedÊareasÊonÊtheÊpatioÊisÊnotÊpermitted.Ê
LunchtimeÊisÊobservedÊinÊtheÊParishÊHall.ÊNo 
lunchtime food or drink may be consumed 
outside of the Parish Hall. 

 

CLEANÊUP 

LUNCH  
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Caption describing picture or graphic 

 

 

 

ALLÊstudentsÊ
mustÊbeÊsuper-
visedÊbyÊanÊadultÊ

atÊallÊtimes.Ê 

Parents,ÊpleaseÊ
helpÊensureÊthatÊ
allÊstudentsÊad-

hereÊtoÊthisÊpolicyÊ
andÊhelpÊgetÊthemÊ
toÊwhereÊtheyÊ
needÊtoÊbeÊwithÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
supervision.Ê 

*ÊDueÊtoÊfewerÊ
adultsÊwithÊM/HSÊ
classes,ÊAcademicÊ
MentorsÊwillÊallowÊ
Dialectic/RhetoricÊ
studentsÊtoÊgoÊtoÊ
theÊrestroomÊus-
ingÊtheÊbuddyÊsys-
temÊinÊlieuÊofÊ
adultÊsupervision.Ê
StudentsÊshouldÊ
beÊpromptÊinÊtheirÊ
absence,ÊnotÊusingÊ
thatÊtimeÊtoÊsocial-
izeÊorÊgoÊanywhereÊ
elseÊinÊtheÊchurch.Ê 

  

ElectronicÊDevicesÊ 

 WeÊwelcomeÊtheÊparticipationÊofÊextendedÊfamilyÊonÊcommunityÊ
day.ÊPleaseÊnotifyÊaÊBoardÊMemberÊifÊanyoneÊotherÊthanÊtheÊregis-
teredÊstudentÊandÊparentÊwillÊbeÊonÊcampusÊasÊtheyÊneedÊtoÊbeÊac-
countedÊfor,ÊforÊinsuranceÊpurposes.ÊAdultsÊwhoÊexceedÊ3ÊvisitsÊ
perÊyearÊ(notÊcountingÊSymposium)ÊmustÊhaveÊaÊvalidÊbackgroundÊ
checkÊonÊfile.Ê(PleaseÊseeÊtheÊSSAÊChildÊProtectionÊPolicyÊforÊmoreÊ
details.ÊStudentÊvisitorsÊareÊlimitedÊtoÊ5ÊvisitsÊperÊacademicÊyearÊ
(notÊcountingÊsymposium.)ÊVisitors, student or adult, are 
not permitted in the Little Learners classroom except on 
specific SSA visit days for prospective families. 

· UseÊofÊcellÊphonesÊandÊoth-
erÊelectronicÊdevicesÊbyÊ
adultsÊshouldÊbeÊrespect-
fullyÊlimitedÊonÊcampus.Ê 

· CellÊphonesÊshouldÊnotÊbeÊ
usedÊinÊclass,ÊwithÊtheÊex-
ceptionÊofÊtheÊoccasionalÊ
useÊbyÊtheÊmentorÊforÊ
teachingÊpurposes.Ê 

· IfÊthereÊisÊanÊemergency,Ê
parents,ÊpleaseÊstepÊoutÊofÊ
theÊclassroom,ÊtoÊavoidÊbe-
ingÊaÊdistractionÊtoÊthoseÊinÊ
class.Ê 

· StudentsÊareÊnotÊpermittedÊ
toÊbringÊcellÊphonesÊorÊtab-

letsÊtoÊcampus.Ê 
· EachÊDialecticÊ&ÊRhetoricÊ

mentorÊwillÊuseÊtheirÊdis-
cretionÊonÊwhetherÊorÊnotÊ
toÊcollectÊcellÊphonesÊatÊtheÊ
beginningÊofÊclass,ÊtoÊbeÊ
returnedÊatÊtheÊendÊofÊtheÊ
day.Ê 

FIRSTÊAIDÊ 

VisitorsÊ 

ShouldÊtheÊneedÊarise,ÊaÊFirst-AidÊkitÊisÊ
availableÊonÊtheÊtableÊoutsideÊofÊtheÊÊÊ
Sanctuary.ÊPleaseÊcompleteÊanÊincidentÊ
reportÊinÊtheÊeventÊofÊanyÊinjury.Ê
(AvailableÊonÊtheÊtableÊoutsideÊofÊtheÊ
Sanctuary.)Ê   10 



“Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you 
were working for the Lord rather than for people.” 
Colossians 3:23  

AdmissionÊtoÊSurpriseÊScholéÊAcademyÊisÊaÊmulti-stepÊ
processÊ(phoneÊcall,ÊinfoÊmeeting,ÊvisitÊday,ÊboardÊinter-
viewÊandÊapplication).ÊTheÊpurposeÊofÊtheÊapplicationÊÊ
processÊisÊtoÊensureÊthatÊfamiliesÊalignÊwithÊourÊmissionÊ
andÊthatÊaÊsolidÊpartnershipÊisÊfostered.ÊWeÊareÊorga-
nizedÊasÊaÊreligiousÊeducationalÊnon-profitÊ.ÊMembersÊ
mustÊupholdÊtheÊStatementÊofÊFaithÊtoÊparticipate.ÊMen-
torsÊmustÊagreeÊwithÊandÊadhereÊtoÊtheÊStatementÊofÊ
Faith.ÊAllÊmembersÊmustÊacknowledgeÊandÊsignÊtheÊSSAÊ
WaiverÊofÊLiability. 

OurÊprimaryÊmethodÊofÊcommunityÊcommuni-
cationÊisÊviaÊemailÊandÊtheÊSSAÊwebsite,Êhowev-
er,ÊbecauseÊsometimesÊshortÊandÊtimelyÊcom-
municationsÊareÊrequiredÊweÊhaveÊoptedÊtoÊuti-
lizeÊBANDÊwhichÊcanÊbeÊaccessedÊviaÊanÊappÊonÊ
yourÊphoneÊorÊonÊdesktopÊatÊhttps://band.us/
en.ÊYouÊwillÊfindÊclassroomÊgroupsÊforÊmessagesÊ
fromÊAcademicÊMentors,ÊandÊaÊgeneralÊinfor-
mationÊthreadÊwhichÊcanÊonlyÊbeÊaccessedÊviaÊ
directÊlinkÊinvitationÊtoÊkeepÊourÊgroupsÊpri-
vate.ÊPlease do not use group text mes-
saging for these types of                         
communications.  YouÊwillÊreceiveÊanÊinvita-
tionÊonceÊyourÊapplicationÊhasÊbeenÊapproved.Ê
JoinÊtheÊBAND andÊadjustÊtheÊsettingsÊforÊ
alertsÊsoÊyouÊcanÊbeÊinÊtheÊloop!Ê 

MEMBERSHIPÊ&ÊFEESÊ 

COMMUNICATION 
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Surprise Scholé Academy  
Cancellation Policies & Procedures 

 
Policies: 
Surprise Scholé Academy seeks to provide 
weekly learning and fellowship opportunities 
for registered families according to the pub-
lished schedule and SSA calendar. Occasionally, 
due to illness or other unforeseen events which 
affect the wider community, cancellation may 
be necessary.  
 
Cancellations will occur when illness or other 
unforeseen events (national or local emergen-
cies, etc.) cause a staffing deficit and the 
community is unable to secure an adequate 
number of substitutes to lead all classes for the 
day. Mentor/student absences that do not 
result in understaffing will not be cause for 
cancellation.  
 
No individual level of classes may be canceled 
(PG/Dialectic, etc.) unless ALL students in that 
level are absent.  
 
Hourly scheduled classes may be canceled, but 
they must be canceled for the entire hour 
across ALL levels. (ie: all humanities classes 
may be canceled or all second or third period 
classes may be canceled.) 
 

In no circumstance may a class operate with 1 

adult and 1 student. In the event of reduced 

class sizes, the smaller classes with inadequate 

adult:student ratios should be relocated from 

any closed classroom area (ie: conference 

room) to an open area (ie: Narthex or Parish 

Hall). 

STUDENTÊCONDUCTÊPOLICY 
All students of Surprise Scholé Academy must agree and commit to the followingI will be obedient and 

respectful to my academic mentors & all adults. 

1.: I will be obedient and respectful to my academic mentors & all adults.  

2.I will interact with fellow students with kindness and respect.  

3.I will  not run in the church building . 

4.I will speak with reverence (quiet voices) while in the church building. 

5.I will arrive on time, in dress code, and ready to fully participate.  

6.I will clean up after myself.  
 
Student Relationship Policy  
We recognize that decisions regarding opposite-sex student relationships lie with the individual families, 
however, if SSA students are dating, we should not be able to discern as much from their conduct while 
participating in any Surprise Scholé Academy events including, but not limited to meeting days, other 
events, field trips, or other activities. Physical contact, including but not limited to, hand-holding, hugging, 
kissing, walking, leaning, or sitting with arms around another, between young men and women is not ap-
propriate or acceptable conduct.  
 
Enforcement 
The SSA Governing Board desires to respond to policy violations with grace and gentleness while being 
mindful of the impact violations have on both the engaged student(s) and other members of SSA. We recog-
nize that we are born as sinful beings into a fallen world, and therefore recognize that students will not 
always act perfectly in accordance with SSA policies. The Governing Board also recognizes that policy 
violations can provide opportunity for student character growth and virtue formation and we approach 
infractions with this in mind. Our goal is to redeem the student to appropriate conduct by encouraging the 
student to listen and respond to the Holy Spirit. In order to limit distractions, safeguard our environment, 
church relationship and student engagement, these policies will be implemented in most circumstances as 
follows:  
 
1.ÊFirst Offense: Notification to student(s) and parent(s) of the violation. 
2. Second Offense: Notification to student(s) and parent(s) of the violation; within one week of the violation 
the student(s) involved will submit a written document detailing their plan and resolve to refrain from the 
behavior and/or actions in question. This document must be signed by the student and the parent 
3. Third offense: Notification to student(s) and parent(s) of the violation and meeting with the SSA Govern-
ing Board* to address the infraction and develop a plan to restore the student to fellowship with the com-
munity.  The SSA Governing Board may impose suspension or dismissal of the student from this community. 

 

*The SSA Governing Board reserves the right to apply discretion and forgo any policies as deemed 
appropriate in individual situations, which may result in immediate suspension/dismissal of a 
student or family.  

 

 
AndÊbeÊyeÊkindÊoneÊtoÊ
another,Êtenderhearted,Ê

forgivingÊoneÊanother,ÊevenÊ
asÊGodÊforÊChrist'sÊsakeÊhathÊ

forgivenÊyouÊÊ 
EphesiansÊ4:32 

 
 
 
 

 BearÊyeÊoneÊanother'sÊ
burdens,ÊandÊsoÊfulfilÊtheÊlawÊ

ofÊChrist.ÊÊ 
GalatiansÊ6:2 

 



SURRISE SCHOLE       
ACADEMY WEBSITE 

TheÊSSAÊwebsite,ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
surpriseschole.com,ÊhasÊbeenÊ
developedÊwithÊparentÊuseÊinÊ
mind.ÊYouÊcanÊfindÊannounce-
ments,ÊclassÊrecaps,ÊAcademicÊ
MentorÊtraining,ÊandÊhelpfulÊ
informationÊaboutÊclassicalÊ
education!ÊInÊadditionÊtoÊclassÊ
recaps,ÊAcademicÊMentorsÊareÊ
ableÊtoÊpostÊlinksÊandÊattachÊ
importantÊclassÊdocumentsÊforÊ
theÊstudentsÊinÊtheirÊclasses.Ê
PleaseÊlogÊinÊweeklyÊtoÊfindÊnewÊ
informationÊaboutÊhappeningsÊ
aroundÊtheÊcommunityÊandÊinÊ
yourÊstudent’sÊclassrooms!Ê
ClassÊaccessÊisÊrestrictedÊtoÊ
membersÊofÊSSAÊandÊcanÊbeÊ
accessedÊusingÊyourÊwebsiteÊ
usernameÊandÊpassword.Ê 

ANÊACADEMICÊCO-OP 
SurpriseÊScholéÊAcademyÊisÊanÊacademicÊco-op.ÊÊTheÊclassesÊwithinÊ
SSAÊareÊcoreÊacademicÊclassesÊdesignedÊtoÊgiveÊparentsÊandÊstudentsÊ
aÊspringboardÊfromÊwhichÊtoÊmanageÊtheirÊhomeschoolÊweek.ÊÊÊTheÊ
levelÊandÊnumberÊofÊassignmentsÊincreasesÊwithÊeachÊacademicÊlevelÊ
(pre-grammar-rhetoric)ÊaccordingÊtoÊtheÊage,Êability,ÊandÊexpecta-
tionsÊofÊstudents.Ê 

InÊtheÊPre-GrammarÊ&ÊLowerÊGrammarÊyears,ÊoptionalÊhomeworkÊ
assignmentsÊareÊprovidedÊtoÊparentsÊtoÊimplementÊatÊhomeÊasÊtheyÊ
wish.Ê 

InÊtheÊUpperÊGrammarÊyears,ÊassignmentsÊincreaseÊasÊstudentsÊuti-
lizeÊtheirÊtimeÊinÊclassÊtoÊgrowÊinÊunderstandingÊofÊtheÊtopicsÊcovered.ÊÊ
ParentsÊareÊableÊtoÊencourageÊworkÊonÊÊassignmentsÊbasedÊonÊtheirÊ
child’sÊageÊandÊability. 

InÊDialecticÊ&ÊRhetoricÊlevels,ÊassignmentsÊandÊprojectsÊdevelopÊtoÊbeÊ
commensurateÊwithÊtheÊworkÊrequiredÊforÊÊhighÊschoolÊcredit.Ê 

BecauseÊSSAÊisÊanÊacademicÊco-op,ÊitÊisÊessentialÊthatÊAcademicÊMen-
torsÊareÊpreparedÊforÊclassesÊandÊprovideÊvaluableÊcontentÊtoÊtheÊstu-
dentsÊofÊSSA.ÊItÊisÊalsoÊessentialÊthatÊAcademicÊMentorsÊandÊfamiliesÊ
makeÊeveryÊeffortÊtoÊattendÊeachÊmeetingÊdayÊforÊtheÊbenefitÊofÊallÊstu-
dentsÊandÊfamiliesÊinÊtheÊco-op. 

 

 

Governing Board 
KathyÊShearer,Ê
MelanaÊSalsbury,Ê
MeganÊMorgan,Ê 
KellyÊSuckow,Ê 
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