BHC Class Description 2026-2027

Course Title: Music Appreciation

Teacher: Mr. Todd Norton \_/

Grade range: 9-12 BROOK HILLS CO-OP
Day(s) of the Week: Thursday Times: 1:30 - 2:50 pm

Minimum Number of Students required for class: 12 Maximum accepted: _18

Credit Level (high school): Half Credit Full Credit 0

Costs

Total Tuition: $450

e Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).

e Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of $400

on August 1st.

to be paid

e Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
$200 each, due on August 1, 2026 and January 4, 2027.

@NortonPedals

e Venmo Information:

Course Description

This course will allow students to develop lifelong, active music listening skills that will enable them to
understand and enjoy music of all kinds.

The Fall semester will be devoted to Western music methods and concepts. Students will learn basic
concepts of pitch, rhythm, form, dynamics, and timbre. They will learn to describe what they hear using
these concepts and practice these skills in weekly listening logs. Weekly assignments will test their
knowledge of the concepts taught in each class session.

During the Spring semester, the students will apply their knowledge through a study of the development
of Western music from the Middle Ages to the current day. Students will discover the origins of musical
styles, techniques, instruments, and genres, then trace their evolution over time. Weekly listening logs
will consist of representative musical examples, and assignments will test their knowledge of the musical
vocabulary and history of each period.



Course Requirements or Prerequisites

Students will need access to a music streaming platform (Spotify* or Apple Music) and YouTube to
complete listening assignments.

* Spotify has a free subscription that would allow students to access all assigned listening.

Student Responsibilities

Students will be responsible for submitting weekly listening logs and assignments prior to each class
meeting. Students should be prepared to discuss their listening logs with the class. Students will

participate in class conversations about deeply subjective topics, and they will help each other refine and
discover new tastes and ideas in a collaborative environment.

Tests and Grades

40% Weekly Listening Logs
25% Weekly Knowledge Assessments

25% In-Class Tests (3-4 in each semester)
10% Final Exam

Textbooks Required

None

Supply List

Notebook, pens/pencils, paper for note taking



Teacher Biographical Information

With degrees from Auburn University and The University of Colorado, Boulder, along with additional
course work at The University of Alabama, Todd Norton studied conducting and music history. His
graduate studies included seminars in early American sacred music and white notation, the method
used for written church music during the Renaissance. He has a deep love for the music of the Church
and has served in worship ministry vocationally or as a volunteer for 35 years. At Jefferson State
Community College, he led the choir program and taught Music Appreciation, Conducting, and Music
Theory. In 2002, he founded Colla Voce, a community choir devoted to sacred music of all eras, and
served as their Music Director for seven seasons. He was also a regular guest conductor for the Red
Mountain Chamber Orchestra.

Todd is married to Jennifer, and they have two children and one granddaughter. They have been
members of The Church at Brook Hills since 2010.

Teacher Contact Information

Todd Norton
205-706-9355
todd.norton@bhco-op.com
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