BHC Class Description 2026-2027

Course Title: Literature + Composition 1

Teacher- Mrs. Heather Hortman \-/

Grade range: /8 BROOK HILLS CO-OP
Day(s) of the Week: Thursday Times: 8:30-9:50am

Minimum Number of Students required for class: _10 Maximum accepted: 16

Credit Level (high school): Half Credit Full Credit

CreditDetermination:
% CreditCourse: Classes must meet a minimum of 16 weeks and contain 70 hours of course contact time which

includes class meeting times plus at home assignments.
1CreditCourse: 32 weeks and 140 hours of course contact time which includes class meeting times plus at home

assignments.

Costs
Total Tuition: $520

e Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).

¢ Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of _$470 to be paid
on August Tst.

e Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
$235 each, due on August 1, 2026 and January 4, 2027.

e Venmo Information: @heather-hortman

Course Description

Literature and Composition 1 is a language arts course designed to help students learn the
steps of the writing process by practicing compositions that are descriptive, informative, and
narrative, which will prepare them for academic writing in the coming years. Using WriteShop
| and various writing resources, students complete writing assignments using planning
worksheets, skill builders, and various drafts with corresponding editorial checklists. Through
the year, they incrementally progress from writing basic paragraphs to three-paragraph
essays to prepare for multidisciplinary writing in the coming years. Students continually
review the rules of English grammar and apply them to all of their writing endeavors.

Students also study quality literature, engaging in class discussions that introduce literary
terms and apply the authors' themes to the world around them. Students will read and
analyze 2 novels, as well as short stories, informational articles, and poetry.



Course Requirements or Prerequisites

Students should have a comprehensive understanding of basic grammatical concepts:
identifying nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and prepositional phrases; identifying
sentences and fragments, types of sentences; applying the rules of capitalization,
punctuation, and mechanics.

There is an expectation for students to take responsibility for their own education by

staying organized, being prepared, meeting deadlines, and demonstrating a strong work
ethic. They must also pass the Literature + Composition 1 placement test.

Student Responsibilities

Students are responsible for checking Google Classroom daily; for completing work at
home, uploading required .pdf scans, and submitting work on time; for being prepared,
respectful, and engaged when they come to class; for bringing all supplies and their
binder to class with the current WriteShop or literature lesson; and for listening to
instructions, appropriately engaging with teacher and peers, taking notes, and asking and

Tests and Grades

Compositions, Tests, Quizzes: 60%

Homework: 30%

Participation/Organization: 10%

All work must be marked complete in Google Classroom as part of the grade.

Textbooks Required

WriteShop | Student Workbook
Literature selections to be determined

Supply List

Pens, sharpened pencils, colored pencils, highlighters, sticky notes
Binder, dividers, looseleaf paper

Laptop or Tablet in class

Printer with paper and ink at home



Teacher Biographical Information

| graduated from the University of South Alabama with a degree in Public Relations and a
minor in English. | then went back to school to get my Masters in Education. | taught for
10 years in the Mobile County School System, before moving to Birmingham and
homeschooling my daughters for 4 years. This is my 5th year at BHC. | am a wife to Brian
and a mom to Juliette and Elsie Kate. | enjoy reading, all things volleyball, working out,
and photography.

Teacher Contact Information

Heather Hortman
heather.hortman@bhco-op.com
251-767-3983
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