BHC Class Description 2026-2027

Course Title: History of the Modern Middle East

Teacher: Mr. Dan Downey \'/

Grade range: 912 BROOK HILLS CO-OP
Day(s) of the Week: _Tuesday Times: 12:00-1:20pm

Minimum Number of Students required for class: _8 Maximum accepted: 18

Credit Level (high school): Half Credit Full Credit |

Credit Determination:

Y2CreditCourse: Classes must meet a minimum of 16 weeks and contain 70 hours of course contact time which
includes class meeting times plus at home assignments.

1CreditCourse: 32 weeks and 140 hours of course contact time which includes class meeting times plus at home
assignments.

Costs
Total Tuition: $500

e Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).

¢ Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of _$450 to be paid
on August Tst.

e Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
$225 each, due on August 1, 2026 and January 4, 2027.

e Venmo Information: _@Heather-Downey-2

Course Description

The History of Modern Middle East & Israel is a two-semester course exploring the
background and the making of the modern nations of the Middle East, with a special
emphasis on Israel in the second semester.

The course will cover most nations of the region, but there will be a focus on Egypt, Iran, Iraq,
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Turkey.

Students will learn the history of this crossroads of Europe, Africa, and Asia, as well as the
home of three major religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

The course will focus on history of the region in an objective, open-minded approach,
however from a Judeo-Christian viewpoint.

Chronology of the course is in broad units:
*Historical background (ancient and Middle Ages) of the Middle East.



Course Requirements or Prerequisites

The course is designed for motivated students who have demonstrated academic
achievement and the ability to work independently.

Students should be interested in exploring far off lands by reading, discussing with
passion, and completing short writing assignments.

A basic understanding of Middle East geography will be an asset for this course.

A general, basic working understanding of world history would help, especially at the
beginning of the course. Students can do some prep work over a few days.

Students will need to be able to work independently as well as in small groups when
covering a specific country of focus completing written, creative, as well as culinary
proiects.

Student Responsibilities

There is an expectation to not only complete weekly reading and written assignments but
also pursue excellence through discussions, note-taking, and quizzes.

Class participation is integral to the class experience and training.

Tests and Grades

Grading based on:

*Weekly reading/writing assignments (40%)
*Quizzes (35%)

*Semester exam (15%).

*Special Projects and Extra Credit Work (10%)

Textbooks Required

*William Cleveland. A History of the Modern Middle East, 3rd edition, 2004.

*Bernard Lewis. What went wrong? : Western impact and Middle Eastern response, 2002.

Supply List

Notebook, many writing instruments

Working computer and printer: google classroom accessible



Teacher Biographical Information

Dan E. Downey has been a teacher of History, Literature, Business, and Russian
language for more than twenty years both in the U.S., as well as overseas; at all levels of
home education as well as private high schools and universities. He holds a B.A. from
Auburn University and a M.A. from State University of New York.

Teacher Contact Information

Dan E. Downey
205-908-7294
dan.downey@bhco-op.com

Additional Information

Detailed syllabus, as well as a feel for the workload may be found at the below-listed site.

Companion Class Site: http://downeymiddleeast.weebly.com/

There are a few limited available textbooks that may be purchased for a minimum sum.
Contact Mr. Downey
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