BHC Class Description
History of Russia
Course Title: _______________________________________________________
Dan Downey
Teacher: __________________________________________________________

9-12
Grade range: _________________________________________________

12:00-1:30
TUESDAY
Day(s) of the Week: ____________________
Times: ___________________
8
Minimum Number of Students required for class: ___________
Maximum accepted: 22
________

Credit Level (high school): Half Credit

Full Credit

✔

Credit Determination:
½ Credit Course: Classes must meet a minimum of 16 weeks and contain 70 hours of course contact time which
includes class meeting times plus at home assignments.
1 Credit Course: 32 weeks and 140 hours of course contact time which includes class meeting times plus at home
assignments.

Costs
$450
Total Tuition: __________

• Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).
$400
• Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of _____________
to be paid
on August 1st.

• Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
$200
_______________
each, due on August 1st and the first day of class in
January.
Heather-Downey-2

• Venmo Information: ______________________________________
Course Description
The History of Russia course is designed to cover periods of Russian history beginning with
the Slavs and ancient Rus, with a thorough progression to the 20th century, the Russian
Revolution, the Soviet communist period, and the last several weeks will concentrate on
contemporary Russian culture, language, and politics. There are many maps to analyze and
label, as well as multimedia assignments, including videos such as travel, movies,
documentaries, and elementary language learning.

Course Requirements or Prerequisites
The course is designed for motivated, college-bound students looking to demonstrate
academic achievement, higher order thinking skills, and the ability to work independently.
There will be extensive note-taking, weekly quizzes, and reading assignments.

Student Responsibilities
There is an expectation to not only complete weekly reading and written assignments
essential to the classroom lecture and discussion, but students must pursue excellence
with openness to an atmosphere of learning.

Tests and Grades
Written quizzes (approximately every other week) and longer tests (2-3 per semester) are
an important element to fully prepare students.

Textbooks Required
Most historical and fiction (Gogol, Pushkin, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, etc) readings will be on
line.
One short novel is assigned in second semester: One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich
by Alexander Solzhenitsyn.

Supply List
*Notebook, pens, pencils, paper.
*Working computer and printer

Teacher Biographical Information
Dan E. Downey has been a teacher of History, Literature, Economics, and Russian
language for more than twenty years both in the U.S., as well as overseas; at all levels of
home education as well as private high schools and universities. He holds a B.A. from
Auburn University and a M.A. from State University of New York, Albany.

Teacher Contact Information
Dan E. Downey
205-908-7294
dan.downey@bhco-op.com

Additional Information
*Foundations to the Romanovs (800 – 1600): 4-8 weeks
*Romanovs to Communism (1613-1917) 4-8 weeks
*Soviet Union (1918 – 1991) 8-14 weeks
*Russia since the fall of communism 2-4 weeks
For a detailed syllabus, additional information, including old class audios, etc to get a feel
for the workload, see: http://downeyrussia.weebly.com/

