BHC Class Description 2026-2027

Course Title: United States History 1

Teacher: Mrs. Danielle Renstrom \'/

Grade range: 912 BROOK HILLS CO-OP
Day(s) of the Week: _Tuesday Times: 8:30-9:50am

Minimum Number of Students required for class: _10 Maximum accepted: 18

Credit Level (high school): Half Credit Full Credit |

Credit Determination:

Y2CreditCourse: Classes must meet a minimum of 16 weeks and contain 70 hours of course contact time which
includes class meeting times plus at home assignments.

1CreditCourse: 32 weeks and 140 hours of course contact time which includes class meeting times plus at home
assignments.

Costs
Total Tuition: $500

e Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).

¢ Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of _$450 to be paid
on August Tst.

e Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
$225 each, due on August 1, 2026 and January 4, 2027.

e Venmo Information: @Danielle-Renstrom

Course Description

The United States History | Course is designed to cover periods of US History beginning with
the Discovery and Exploration of the New World, through the Civil War. Each week we will
discuss the reading that has been assigned, and engage with the subject matter through
lecture and dialogue. We will work on crafting compelling historical arguments into written
essays. Students will also engage in public speaking, both formally and through discussion,
to help build confidence in articulating thoughts, organizing ideas and forming arguments.
The course is designed for motivated students, looking to demonstrate academic
achievement, higher order thinking skills and the ability to work independently. Honors level is
available for qualifying students.



Course Requirements or Prerequisites

Students should be able to read and write at a high school level. No additional
requirements needed.

Student Responsibilities

Students are responsible for completing all assignments on time and for participating in
class discussion. Students are also responsible to meet all the requirements set out in the
BHC handbook.

Tests and Grades

Students will be given weekly graded assignments and quizzes, Unit exams, and
semester papers. Additional grading information and scale will be provided the first day of
class.

Textbooks Required

- Exploring America, Part 1: Columbus through Reconstruction, 4th (2019) Edition, by Ray
Notgrass.

- American Voices, by Notgrass.

- Exploring America, Part 1 Student Review Pack, 4th (2019) Edition.

Supply List

3 hole binder with dividers used exclusively for this class. Pens, pencils, colored pencils
or highlighters.



Teacher Biographical Information

Danielle moved from North Carolina to Birmingham in 2016, with her husband Daniel and
3 daughters, Bennett, Eden and Mercy. Danielle has a BA in History from King University
(Bristol, TN), and a Master’s degree in History from NC State University. Her past work
experience includes tutoring NCSU’s football and basketball teams, working as a
historical research assistant for a novelist, serving as executive assistant in the Global
office of her former church in Raleigh, NC, and coaching club volleyball here in
Birmingham. Danielle has taught with the Brook Hills Co-op since 2017. Danielle’s
husband serves as the Worship Pastor at The Church at Brook Hills, and Danielle enjoys
supporting his ministry and serving in various other ministries at the church. The
Renstroms' lives are full as they support their daughters’ various activities, and they have
the joy of welcoming many children into their home through foster care.

Teacher Contact Information

Danielle.Renstrom@bhco-op.com
704-575-4818
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