BHC Class Description 2026-2027

Course Title: Government (fall 2026) and Economics (spring 2027) - Honors

Teacher: Mr. Dan Downey \'/

Grade range: 11-12 BROOK HILLS CO-OP
Day(s) of the Week: _Tuesday Times: 1:30-2:50pm

Minimum Number of Students required for class: _8 Maximum accepted: 18

Credit Level (high school): Half Credit Full Credit |

Credit Determination:

Y2CreditCourse: Classes must meet a minimum of 16 weeks and contain 70 hours of course contact time which
includes class meeting times plus at home assignments.

1CreditCourse: 32 weeks and 140 hours of course contact time which includes class meeting times plus at home
assignments.

Costs
Total Tuition: $500

e Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).

¢ Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of _$450 to be paid
on August Tst.

e Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
$225 each, due on August 1, 2026 and January 4, 2027.

e Venmo Information: _@Heather-Downey-2

Course Description

Government (fall semester): Survey of American Government and its origins, as well as the
landscape of lawmaking and politics. This course offers an opportunity to engage the
traditions of Constitutionality as well as current hot-button issues such as the 2026
Congressional elections, Executive power, Judicial review, Legislative processes, and
national security.

Students will learn how to organize and evaluate information from current and historical
events.

Economics (spring semester: Fundamental economic laws, factors of production, laws of
supply and demand, market economies, money supply, governmental economic policy,
globalism, budgets, taxes, famous economists (Adam Smith, Menger, Mises, Hayek, others),
interest rates, and investing.

Students will learn how to organize and evaluate information from current and historical
events, government policy, as well as U.S. and world markets.



Course Requirements or Prerequisites

Weekly reading and written assignments complement the thorough classroom experience
where the student is expected to be open to an "atmosphere" of learning which includes
fanatical participation.

Each class will include a detailed lecture based on prior assignments.

Good working knowledge of basic (percentage and fractions) math is also a prerequisite.

Student Responsibilities

The full year credit is based on 17 week semesters of 80 minutes classes. It is expected
that weekly outside assignments and preparation will take 2-3 hours per week.
*Class participation is not a hope. It is an integral part of the course.

Tests and Grades

Weekly written assignments 40%
Quizzes 10-15%

Tests 10-15%

Research projects 5-10%
Semester Exam 10-25%

Textbooks Required

Government:
We the People, the Citizen and the Constitution, (Level 3)
**Instructor Provided if necessary**
The United States Constitution: A Graphic Adaptation by Jonathan Hennessey.
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Supply List

*Notebook, pens, pencils, paper.
*Working computer and printer.



Teacher Biographical Information

Dan E. Downey has been a teacher of History, Literature, Economics, and Russian
language for more than twenty years both in the U.S., as well as overseas; at all levels of
home education as well as private high schools and universities. He holds a B.A. from
Auburn University and a M.A. from State University of New York, Albany.

Teacher Contact Information

Dan E. Downey
205-908-7294

dan.downey@bhco-op.com

Additional Information

Government and Economics is an honors course at BHC requiring in-depth and critical
thinking.

For more detailed syllabus, a feel for the workload, old class audios/videos, see the
below-listed companion class sites:

https://downeyeconomics.weebly.com/

https://downeygovernment.weebly.com/
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