BHC Class Description 2026-2027

Course Title: Forensic Science

Mrs. Shannon Young \./

Grade range: 11-12 BROOK HILLS CO-OP
Day(s) of the Week: Tuesday & Thursday Times: 8:30-9:50am

Teacher:

Minimum Number of Students required for class: _7 Maximum accepted: _20
Credit Level (high school): Half Credit Full Credit N

Costs

Total Tuition: $650.00

e Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).

e Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of $600.00 to be paid

on August 1st.

e Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
$300.00 each, due on August 1, 2026 and January 4, 2027.

e Venmo Information: @Shannon-Young

Course Description

This Forensic Science course for 11th— 12th grade students introduces the scientific methods used to
investigate crimes. Students examine topics such as crime scene investigation, evidence collection and
analysis, fingerprinting, DNA, toxicology, trace evidence, and forensic pathology. The course emphasizes
critical thinking, problem solving, and proper laboratory techniques through hands-on investigations, case
studies, and simulated crime scenes. Students learn how biology, chemistry, and physics are applied in
real-world forensic investigations while developing an understanding of ethical and legal considerations
in forensic science.

* Please see additional information for course sensitivity.



Course Requirements or Prerequisites

Must be in the 11th-12th grade

Student Responsibilities

Students are expected to come to class prepared and on time, actively participate in lessons and
laboratory activities, follow all safety rules and classroom procedures, complete assignments and

assessments by stated deadlines, collaborate respectfully with peers, and take responsibility for their
learning by asking questions and seeking help when needed.

Tests and Grades

Student grades are based on a combination of classwork, laboratory activities, quizzes, tests, and

projects. Participation in labs and completion of assignments are required, and assessments are used to
measure understanding of course standards, scientific practices, and content knowledge.

Textbooks Required

Death's Acre by Dr. Bill Bass and Jon Jefferson

Silent Witness: The Often Gruesome but Always Fascinating History of Forensic Science by Nigel
McCrery

Supply List
Pencil, paper and required texts.
Access to the internet, Google Classroom, and access to a printer



Teacher Biographical Information

Shannon Young earned a Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education from Jacksonville State University.
After teaching high school English, she decided to return to JSU to pursue her interest and what would
become her passion in nursing. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Nursing and has worked as a RN
in the ICU at St. Vincent's as well as the dialysis unit at Children's Hospital. Shannon is married to Will
and they moved to Birmingham once he joined the Air Force and began working at the 117th Air
National Guard Unit. They have two daughters, Ellen and Exie, who are hoemschooled and attend
Brook Hills Co-op. They are members of Church of the Highlands.

Teacher Contact Information

Shannon.Young@bhco-op.com
205.901.5814

Additional Information

Due to the sensitive nature of a forensics science course-

It is important that you are comfortable with these topics (listed in the course description) and understand
that at several points during our study you may encounter graphic images, videos, and illustrations in
order to further your understanding of certain topics. It is important to note that to convict criminals, one
must first understand the circumstances of criminals, the crimes they commit, and the tools they use to
commit them. This course is not a criminal's “how-to” guide, but the science behind how criminals are
caught; and they are almost always caught!
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