BHC Class Description 2026-2027

Course Title: General Science

Teacher: Mrs. Emily Whitehead \-/

Grade range: _'th BROOK HILLS CO-OP
Day(s) of the Week: Thursday Times: 10:00-11:20am

Minimum Number of Students required for class: _8 Maximum accepted: 18

Credit Level (high school): Half Credit Full Credit

Credit Determination:

Y2CreditCourse: Classes must meet a minimum of 16 weeks and contain 70 hours of course contact time which
includes class meeting times plus at home assignments.

1CreditCourse: 32 weeks and 140 hours of course contact time which includes class meeting times plus at home
assignments.

Costs
Total Tuition: $500

e Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).

¢ Payment Option 1: Remaining balance of _$450 to be paid
on August Tst.

e Payment Option 2: Split remaining balance into two payments of
$225 each, due on August 1, 2026 and January 4, 2027.

e Venmo Information: @Emily-whitehead99

Course Description

In General Science, the students will continually learn important basic science class skills
such as how to make observations, form questions, make predictions, test hypotheses,
analyze results, and draw conclusions with the scientific method through demonstrations and
in-class experiments. The students will keep a lab report notebook all year to record
information and learn to stay organized when doing experiments with their own journal entries
and lab reports. In addition, students will study famous scientists in history and how they
impacted studies today. All of these will give a crucial foundation to continuing in next level
science classes.

Students will learn about the earth, studying the many geologic features found in creation as
well as the effects of a worldwide flood. Important life science concepts like cells, the
structure of DNA, human body systems, and classification will be introduced. Some lab
experiences through the year include building a density tower, creating a petrified log,
growing bacteria, using a fire extinguisher, and making gases with chemical reactions. These
are just a few of the experiences that will be recorded in the lab journal.



Course Requirements or Prerequisites

The students need to understand the basics of multiplication and division for the chapter
about simple machines. A calculator can be used for this chapter.

Student Responsibilities

The students should have access to the internet, be able to take proctored quizzes by a
parent at home on occasion, take in-class quizzes/tests, copy notes down, keep an
organized notebook for occasional notebook checks, be able to complete weekly
homework on time (bring to class and submit online), and be able to read at a 7th grade
level. Experiments and demonstrations will be completed in class.

Tests and Grades

Chapter or unit tests will be given every two to three weeks in class. On occasion, parents
will proctor a small quiz at home or the student will take it online. Homework is checked
weekly and is part of the semester grade. Projects and lab participation are given as
another portion of the grade. Grades are recorded and can always be viewed on Google
Classroom.

Textbooks Required

Apologia Exploring Creation with General Science- 2nd Edition (ISBN: 1932012869). The
1st and 3rd edition cannot be used.

Only the student textbook is needed.

Ebay and Thriftbooks are great resources.

Supply List

Binder with extra paper (lined wide-ruled paper)
Dividers marked for Units/Chapters

Colored pencils (small pack is fine)

Pens (black or blue)



Teacher Biographical Information

Emily Whitehead earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology from Samford University and a
Master's in Education from UAB. While studying biology, exercise science, and human
anatomy/physiology, she developed a love of God's detailed unique creation and a
passion for leading students to that same love and joy! Emily taught life science classes
and coached in local high schools in Shelby County for 8 years before staying home with
her children and eventually homeschooling them. Emily is married to Dustin, mom to
Dane, Delaney and Darcy, and a homeschool teacher for the past 12 years. The
Whiteheads are huge sports fans, and Emily has coached school and travel volleyball for
many years. Emily and her family attend The Church at Brook Hills.

Teacher Contact Information

Emily Whitehead
emily.whitehead@bhco-op.com

Venmo: Emily-whitehead99
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