Course Syllabus and Information for BHC
General Science
Course Title: _______________________________________________________

Laura Shepard
Teacher: __________________________________________________________

Grade range: _________________________________________________
7th
Day(s) of the Week: Tuesday
____________________ Times: 10:00-11:30
___________________
Minimum Number of Students required for class: 10
___________ Maximum accepted: 16
________
Credit e el (high school): Half Credit

ull Credit

Credit Determination:
Credit Course: Classes must meet a minimum of
eeks and contain
hours of course contact time hich
includes class meeting times plus at home assignments
Credit Course:
eeks and
hours of course contact time hich includes class meeting times plus at home
assignments

Costs
$450
Total Tuition: __________

v Deposit of $50 secures student's spot in class (included in total cost).
$400
to be paid on the first day of class
v Remaining balance of _____________
$200
in August or split into two payments of ___________
each which is due on
the first day of class in August and in January.
Sibling Discount: es
No ✔
mount of sibling discount (if applicable): ___________________________
ayment Methods ccepted: enmo ✔ aypal
Check Cash ✔
1018 Parkwood Rd B'ham 35242 Venmo: Laura-Shepard-10
ayment Information:____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Course Description
In the first semester, the students will learn the history of science, the scientific method,
scientific inquiry and how to conduct an experiment. They will perform experiments that help
them learn to make observations, form questions, make predictions, test hypotheses and
analyze results. Students will also study the many geologic features found in creation and
the effects of a worldwide flood. In the second semester, important life science concepts like
cells, the structure of DNA and classification will be introduced. Most of the semester will be
spent on a study of the human body systems.
The students will be introduced to writing lab reports. At the end of the year, each student
will bring home a binder containing lab reports, photos and journal entries. Panning for gold,
building a density tower, burning a petrified log, reading “tree cookies” and making a candy
model of DNA are just a few of the demonstrations that will be recorded in their binder.

Course equirements or rerequisites
The students need to understand the basics of multiplication and division for the chapter
about simple machines. A calculator can be used for this chapter.

Student esponsibilities
The students should have access to the internet, be able to take proctored tests at home
every two to three weeks, be able to copy in-class notes from the board, be able to
complete weekly homework on time and be able to read and memorize at a 7th grade
level. All experiments and demonstrations will be completed in the classroom.

Tests and Grades
Chapter tests are given every two to three weeks. Students receive each test in a
self-addressed, stamped envelope that is sealed. Parents proctor the test at home and
mail the test to the teacher. There are a few in-class tests each semester. Homework is
checked weekly and is a part of the semester grade.

Textbooks equired
Exploring Creation with General Science -2nd Edition (1st edition cannot be used)
ISBN: 1932012869 or ISBN-13: 9781932012866
Only the student textbook is needed

Supply list
1. Binder with extra paper (which can be shared with other subjects)
2. Two dividers that are marked “Science Notes” and “Science Tests”
3. Plain 1 inch three ring binder with a clear plastic sleeve on the front (favorite color)!

Teacher Biographical Information
As a student, I had a middle school science teacher who taught in a unique style. She let
us learn through experiments and demonstrations-touching, hearing, smelling and doing.
Everyone learned so well and I thought, “What a great way to teach!” Hands-on learning
helps create interest. It also helps the information stick, so I try to incorporate it into my
teaching as much as possible. After graduating from The University of Montevallo with a
degree in elementary education, I have worked as a teacher for 25 years at Shades
Mountain Christian School, Master’s Academy, Chelsea Tutorials, BHC and in our own
school at home. Mark and I have been married for 30 years and we homeschooled our
three children for 17 years. Our grown kids are a part of the college world right now. Our
oldest son is attending UT's Pharmacy School, our daughter is in UAB's Nursing School
and our youngest son is completing his first year of college at Jeff State and is leaving for
Marine Boot Camp this May.

Teacher Contact Information
447-2132
1018 Parkwood Road B’ham 35242
laura.shepard@bhco-op.com

dditional Information

