
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 
DCHSA 2020 COMMENCEMENT 

 
 When does registration begin? 

Registration will begin on November 1, 2019.  You will be able to register and pay through the 
DCHSA website at www.dchsa.org 

 
 What do I wear under my gown? 

As this is a formal event, we ask that you dress in your Sunday best.  This includes dress shirt 
and tie for gentlemen, and either dress slacks and blouse or an appropriate dress for the ladies. 
 

 May I change the cap, tassel, or any part of the cap and gown? 
DCHSA desires our Commencement event to be an organized and professional witness to the 
community representing home schoolers at their best. However, you may enhance the gown with 
honors ropes or sash.  In addition, the tops of caps may be decorated. As DCHSA is a Christian 
organization, please be sure that the decoration is done tastefully and free from anything that 
could be deemed offensive or profane. Decorated caps must be approved by the Event 
Coordinator at the rehearsal and will be collected at that time and returned to the student the 
next day at the commencement.   
 

 How much do the Photos Cost? 
A digital link to ALL the photos taken at the ceremony by the photographer are INCLUDED in 
the registration fee. You may then print photos or purchase from photographer. 
 

 Will there be a video provided to the families of the ceremony? 
To reduce the cost, we are not including a video this year.  We are looking for someone who has 
an interest in videography and interested in recording the ceremony and selling pre-ordered and 
pre-paid DVD’s for an inexpensive price. If you know of someone, please ask them to contact 
Kristin Reynolds. 
 

 Is there a limit to the number of guests I may invite to the ceremony? 
No, there is not a limit, the venue is a very large church and can accommodate all your guests. 
 

 Do we have to participate in the Banquet? 
No, participating in the Banquet is optional. If you do participate, you do not have to present 
your graduate. 
 

 When do I have to have my photos and scholarship submissions turned in? 
ALL the dates for ALL the deadlines are listed on your “Countdown & Calendar” sheets. 
Please, please refer to it before you call me. 
 
 
 
 



 Is my extended family, i.e. grandparents etc., included in the “Family” photo 
on the day of graduation? 
 

This is your choice. Our photographer is happy to take 1-3 shots of your family, but is limited to 
immediate family and grandparents only. We cannot take photos of everybody, i.e. aunts, uncles, 
cousins and so on.  
 

 Why do we have to arrive at the church so early for rehearsal? 
We will have a lot of information to cover during rehearsal, plus individual and group photos to 
take.  This is a mandatory rehearsal.  The Graduate will need to know the information presented 
for the ceremony to run as smoothly as possible.  One parent will also be asked to attend for a 
quick meeting before rehearsal begins. 

 
 Why do we have to arrive at the church so early day of graduation? 

There is not enough time to set-up your memory boards and take family photos before guests 
begin to arrive unless we arrive at 8:00am.We do not want you sweaty and flustered on your big 
day. 
 

 What should we put on our invitations? 
We suggest that you put the time at 9:30-12:00 so your guests can have time to visit the memory 
board tables and socialize, as we ask you clean up and vacate the church as soon as the 
ceremony is over. 
 
 
 


