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Testing and Stuff



Just a little about me
Homeschooling for 17 years; Father of six; Lived in Wheeling 1997-

2009; Worked at WJU; Degree in Ed Psych; Live in rural TN now
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• Purpose: Why do we do what we do? 

• Trajectory: What do we value?

• Approach: To test or not to test
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• Resources



Purpose: Why do we do what we do? 

• To prepare our children for a life lived to the 

glory to God

• To raise our children as He would have us 

raise them

• To prepare them for eternity 



Purpose: Why do we do what we do? 
Psalm 127
1 Unless the LORD builds the 

house,

They labor in vain who build it;
3 Behold, children are a heritage 

from the LORD, The fruit of the 

womb is a reward.
4 Like arrows in the hand of a 

warrior,

So are the children of one’s youth.
5 Happy is the man who has his 

quiver full of them; They shall not be 

ashamed,

But shall speak with their 

enemies in the gate.

II Cor 10
4 The weapons we fight with are not 

the weapons of the world. On the 

contrary, they have divine power to 

demolish strongholds. 5 We 

demolish arguments and every 

pretension that sets itself up against 

the knowledge of God, and we take 

captive every thought to make it 

obedient to Christ



Purpose: Why do we do what we do? 

• Eph 6:4- Raising our children in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord.

• Eph 6:1- Raising our children to obey their parents

• Prov 22:6 - Train up a child in the way he should go: 

and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

• Deut 11: 19 You shall teach (these words) to your 

children, speaking of them when you sit in your 

house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 

down, and when you rise up.



Purpose: Why do we do what we do? 

• Its our responsibility, not the state’s responsibility

• To protect our children:

• Governmental ideologies

• Socialization by the Babylonians

• Non-Biblical paradigms of thinking

• Waste of precious time



Why are we so nervous about this?
• Our own education was inadequate

• We are afraid to fail them

• We think they are out to get us



Trajectory: What do we value?
There are various values in play here:

• What we value for our children’s career aspirations
• Type of jobs, need for college

• Geography

• How we might handle boys’ v. girls’ skills development

Each of these has bearing on the choices we make:

• What is taught at what level, especially the high school years

• Academic skills v. applied skills

• Content: Bible, History, Language Arts, Math, Science, Social St.

• Character and life skills: entrepreneurship, internships, respect



Approach: To test or not to test
WV Requirements

1. Test 50% or better

2. Be tested in the public school

3. Portfolio reviewed by a qualified 

person and that your child’s 

academic progress for the year 

is in accordance with the child’s 

abilities

4. Agreed-upon alternative

If assessment under one of the options above does not 

show acceptable progress, the county is required to 

notify you in writing of available services to assess 

your child’s special education eligibility. You are 

required to initiate a remedial program. The remedial 

program does not need to be submitted to or approved 

by the school district, but it must foster acceptable 

progress.

OH Requirements

1. Test 25% or better

2. Portfolio reviewed by a qualified 

person and that your child’s 

academic progress for the year 

is in accordance with the child’s 

abilities

3. Agreed-upon alternative

If your child fails to demonstrate 

reasonable proficiency on the 

assessment, the superintendent is 

obligated to notify you in writing that 

you must submit a plan of 

remediation within 30 days.

http://www.hslda.org/hs101/WV.aspx

http://www.hslda.org/hs101/OH.aspx

http://www.hslda.org/hs101/WV.aspx
http://www.hslda.org/hs101/OH.aspx


Approach: To test or not to test
Adv. to Std’d Tests:

• Quick, simple

• Allows comparisons

• Achievement vs. 

Proficiency

Advantages to Portfolio 

Assessment:

• Authentic. Better for 

younger

Disadv to Std’d Testing:

• Younger ages

• Not anything like 

homeschooling

• Are we buying into the 

state’s paradigm?

Disadv. to Portfolio Assmt:

• Time consuming



The TerraNova/ Woodcock-Johnson

• Formerly CAT or CTBS

• Nationally recognized 

(42%), norm-referenced 

(2011)

• K-12

• Reliable and valid

• Nationally recognized, norm-

referenced (2005)

• Ages 2-90, More fun

• Used with gifted kids

• Allows both grade and age-level 

comparisons

• Can be used as a diagnostic for 

cognitive/ learning issues

• The reading comprehension test 

depends on the Cloze method of 

filling in a blank with an appropriate 

word. This method may miss 

reading comprehension problems 

for those who have more trouble 

sustaining attention or making 

inferences.



How tests are made
• Designed to allow comparisons. Based on norms.

• Create items to accurately measure the range of 

possible scores. 

• In the design, each item is usually harder than the 

one before

• Not finishing or missing some questions, although 

frustrating, is to be expected MOST of the time

• Poorly worded items or ambiguous items may 

sometimes be by design. These can still be reliable.





Percentiles
• Percentiles are NOT percentages! A percentile score 

of 60 does not mean that the child got 6 right out of 

10 – that would be a percentage

• Percentiles are rank order scores, indicating that, in a 

national group of 100 children in the same grade, this 

child is doing better than 59 of them. By definition, the 

median (average middle score) percentile is 50. 

• “Average” scores follow a bell-shaped curve, with 

most students falling between the 25th (low average) 

and 75th (high average) percentiles.



TerraNova



The OPI is an estimate of the number of 

items the student could be expected to 

answer correctly if he or she had 

completed 100 items measuring that 

objective





How to think about the scores
• Relax!

• Areas for remediation. Be well-versed in interpretation. 

Remember HSLDA.

• Are we on track developmentally? Watch out for grade 

equivalents.

• If college-bound, how they would compare?

• What do we tell the kids about it?
• Point out specific areas in which the student performed well. 

• Discuss content knowledge and skills that the student needs work 

on. 

• Give the student a chance to express his or her feelings, opinions, 

and perceptions about the test. Discuss / Agree on some 

instructional goals; for example, one or two skills in each content 

area can be identified as needing special attention



Resources
• HSLDA

• RC Sproul’s Book (Take a 

chill pill)


