The Heart of Homeschooling:
Ice Breaker Questions:

Pull three things out of your purse and explain how they describe you.  

Where do you think God wants you to get out of the way and let Him do His best work?  How do you feel about that?

Our relationships:

God- There are three main things that are at the heart of homeschooling.  It isn’t academics, extra curricular activities, how to get amazing test scores….

It’s 3 relationships- that are at the heart of homeschooling:
God

Family

Community

First, what is the priorities in your family?  Our priorities set the road of what we do.  We need to be nurtured by our savior and at our Lord’s feet.  Talking with Him and listening to His word.  When we nurture our relationship with God, we are stronger and can hear Him better.  We trust Him more readily when we remember to take time to be with Him.  I have found true in my own life, that when I am unfaithful in spending time in the Word, my spiritual growth suffers and my focus on what is important with an eternal perspective- fades.  When I am close to God, hanging on His every word, praising Him through all and talking with Him throughout the day-my spiritual life is stronger.
When is the best time you can sit with God?  When is the best time for you to read and pray?  

2.  The heart of homeschooling is- Family:  Homeschooling is more than academics.  Yes, we need to be faithful in academics and training where our kids have gifts and interests.  We need to be above board on teaching our children and prepared in equipping our children.  But if we miss the spiritual training, taking time for character growth and walking with them through hard stuff---showing them God is there and how to hear His voice--We are missing it.  The heart of homeschooling is learning is living by example and showing our children that God loves them, that salvation comes through Christ alone and we are here to bring Him glory in all that we do.  

Be careful to not get busy doing good things and fill your day where there isn’t room for God’s interruptions and time for Him. 
Luke 10:38-42-

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village.  And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house.  And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching.  But Martha was distracted with much serving.  And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone?  Tell her then to help me.”  But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary.  Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”

This passage is a good reminder in scripture of times when our focus can get off.   Mary chose to be at the Lords feet, hearing Him teach and learning from Him.  That’s what she needed.  Martha was getting things together in the kitchen and got caught up in business.
Jesus responded by- Mary chose what was best for her.  He wasn’t going to ask Mary to leave and go help Martha.   We must choose what is best for us in all the “good” things.  Choose what is best and what fits your families vision and purpose.  When we sit at the Lords feet and in His word, we then are filled up in truth—so we are equipped to live through the day ahead.

3.  Third relationship of the heart of homeschooling is our Community:  Our witness and living the gospel to those around us.  We live that out in the places we go, the people we brush us against.  Living the good news of Christ.  Looking for opportunities to walk life on life with others.  CHEER moms, family, people at walmart, soccer, p.e…..
Joni Erickson Tada- been paralyzed since she was 18.   One day, she didn’t feel like smiling or doing anything and wanted to complain and be upset.  She deserved too.  She prayed to God and when the person came to help her—she smiled.  She didn’t feel it, but God gave her that smile. God got her off focusing on herself and focusing on Him.

Sometimes we are going to feel like a failure.  There are times when we don’t feel like doing_____focus on what really matters.

Nurture your soul.

Glorify God 

Love our families unconditionally

Point them to Christ- repent, point to Christ, lead the best you can in light of the gospel.

