 



Prayer Apron
Motherhood.  One word filled with many definitions.  One who meets the physical, spiritual and emotional needs of others, one who gives selflessly, and serves generously.  The list goes on….

I have been reading about Susanne Wesley.  She was married to a preacher, had 19 children, 9 died in infancy.   Two of her sons, John and Charles, grew up to be life-changers in our world bringing millions to Christ through the preaching of the gospel.  
When she was young, she promised the Lord she would pray and read The Word faithfully. Her family went through many hardships: loss, debt, no food, their home burned twice and lost everything, angry church members where her husband preached (and they weren’t very nice all the time) and had troubles behind the doors of her home.  

We all have hardships.  What’s behind your door of your home?  Mine?  Probably looks something like Susanne’s.  Depending on the season, life can be easy, or challenging, dry spells, or life-growing faith, tears, or joy, frustration, or encouraged, we show signs of dis-contentment, or we are fully satisfied, we have questions, or have answers, and then we have plenty, or are just getting by.  
As I read further about Susanne Wesley, I was reminded that she was not only a mom and wife, but she was the daughter of the King.  She had a hard life- she didn’t have a dishwasher, car, phone, comfortable house and conveniences….Yet, she managed her house, raised and educated her ten children, influenced and inspired her kids, spent time with them and raised some Christian giants that we learn about in history.  There’s one thing that Susanne did which was unusual in her home.  When she needed to pray, she put her apron over her head.  What? Her kids knew that when their moms apron was over her head, she was praying.  NO interrupting mom.  I can see the chaos now….but Susanne still took time to pray.  Her key to being a godly mom was filling up in prayer.  Now she could be that effective servant in her home.  No one else could fill her, but The LORD.  
Susanne had a quote that stood out to me- “strength guided by kindness”.  As she raised her family, she could do that by having her quiet time with The Lord in the midst of her daily life and routines. 
Psalm 5:3-“In the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.”  Ladies, throw that apron over your head, spend time with our heavenly Father.  Pray.  Wait.  Expect Him to do great things through you to be an effective witness to your family.

Before we all break out in a panic on those hard days, remember the vision God has for your family.  Keep focused.  Stay the course.  Jesus asks us to follow His example.  He spent time with the Father.  Fill up.  Toss that apron over your head.

In Christ Alone,

Jyl Griffin
